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from backing up towards the house.  Once the site is 

determined, the rain garden is dug to a depth of 4-6 

inches.  The bottom of the garden should be relatively 

level to allow equal distribution of water throughout the 

garden.  In clay soils, compost can be worked in to 

improve the soil quality and drainage.  On the low side of 

the rain garden (opposite to the inlet of flow), a small 

berm, usually 4-6 inches high, is constructed to catch and 

temporarily hold the water until it can infiltrate into the 

soil.  A groundcover is suggested on the berm to prevent 

it from eroding over time.  Finally, shredded hardwood 

mulch is applied to the rain garden to suppress weeds and 

retain moisture during dry spells.  Once established, a rain 

garden needs minimal care and irrigation. 

ARBOR DAY 
National Arbor Day is truly a Nebraska event to honor the 

importance of trees in our environment.  It was founded 

by J. Sterling Morton in 1872 and is celebrated on the 

last Friday in April.  You can celebrate Arbor Day by 

planting a tree.  You can replace a tree that is diseased or 

no longer working in your landscape.  You can add a tree 

to an area that needs more shade or an open spot.  

Hundreds of varieties of trees offer different sizes, 

shapes, colors and interests.  A single tree can become 

the focal point of your landscape.  A group of trees can 

provide shade, privacy, color, wind protection and other 

assets.  Think green Ƅ plant a tree.  
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SAVOR THE RAIN WITH A RAIN GARDEN 

by Matt Morrissey, Landscape Designer  

Rain gardens are shallow 

planting depressions that 

catch and use runoff from 

impervious surfaces such as 

rooftops and driveways.  

They allow storm water to 

soak into the ground rather 

than runoff into sewers, 

streams and lakes where it 

has picked up pollutants such 

as fertilizer and pet waste 

along the way.  Rain gardens have been shown to reduce 

pollution in streams by up to 30%.  They are comprised of 

native and hardy introduced shrubs, ornamental grasses and 

perennials adapted to both wet and dry conditions.  For sunny 

locations, plants such as chokeberry, viburnum, Siberian iris, 

daylilies, beebalm, rudbeckia, switchgrass and reedgrass 

work well, while hydrangea, sweetspire, spiderwort, astilbe, 

hostas, ferns and anemone work well in shady locations.  The 

size of the rain garden is determined by the amount of runoff 

flowing into it.  A good rule of thumb is a garden 25% in size 

of the total amount of runoff flowing into it.  For example, if 

400 square-feet of roof is draining into the garden, it should 

be at least 100 square-feet in size.  Rain gardens are typically 

placed in front of downspouts or along impervious surfaces 

such as sidewalks or driveways.  This allows the maximum 

amount of runoff to flow into the garden.  They should remain 

at least six feet away from foundations to prevent water 
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April Garden & Yard Care Reminders 

April is  
National Lawn & Garden Month 

1st Ƅ @oqhk EnnkƇr C`x 

4th Ƅ Easter Sunday 

16thƄ 17th Ƅ J Schwanke Seminars         

                     at 40th Garden Center      

22ndƄ Earth Day  

30rd Ƅ Arbor Day 

 

Things to do for April 
Remove tree wrap. 

Bring used plastic pots to either 

garden center and we will re-use or 

recycle them! 

Cut back perennials 

and ornamental 

grasses, if not done in 

the fall. 

Rake and aerate or de-

thatch the lawn, if 

needed. 

Apply a pre-emergence 

herbicide to turf and 

landscape beds to 

prevent crabgrass and annual 

broadleaf weeds. 

If fungal diseases have affected 

trees and shrubs, begin spraying with 

an approved fungicide as the tree 

leafs out.  Follow all label directions. 

Plant trees, shrubs and perennials 

now through October. 

Mid-April through May Ƅ over-seed or 

reseed lawns  

In late April, uncover roses, 

strawberries, perennials, etc. 

Choose a lawn fertilizer program and 

begin fertilizer applications. 

 

RememberÜ send us your 
questions about  
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SPRING LAWN SEEDING 

During April and May, when the soil temperature is at least 50ºF, is a great 

time to seed new lawns and over-seed established lawns.  The following is a 

general outline for new lawns and for over-seeding established lawns. 

Seeding New Lawns: 

1. Till the soil 2-3 inches deep.  Rake the soil smooth to fill in any low areas. 

2. Apply Starter Fertilizer to the bare soil at the recommended rate then till 

into soil 2-3 inches deep. 

3. Lightly firm the seedbed with a lawn roller.  You must compact the tilled soil 

for a firm lawn that can withstand normal use. 

4. Sow the seed using a scatter-box or a broadcast spreader.  For more 

uniform seeding, apply seed at ½ the recommended rate spreading east to 

west then apply the second ½ spreading north to south. 

5. Set the seed by lightly raking the area.  The seed should be no deeper than 

¼ inch. 

6. Apply a thin ¼ inch layer of peat moss or straw to protect the seed. 

7. Water twice daily until the grass blades emerge. 

8. After the new grass emerges, adjust the watering schedule so the area is 

watered less often, but allowing water to soak deeply to promote a deeper 

root system. 

9. Mow the lawn to a height recommended for the species as soon as the 

grass is tall enough. 

Seeding Thin or Bare Areas: 

1. Mow the lawn short (about 2 inches) to expose bare or thin areas. 

2. Remove any thatch with a steel rake. 

3. Follow instructions above beginning with step 4. 
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT LAWN PROGRAM 

Now is the time to start thinking about your lawn fertilizer before the crabgrass 
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selection of organic products that have really taken off these past couple of 

years.  Below are three of our programs that we offer at a discounted rate when 

purchased before May 15, 2010.  One thing to consider when selecting a 

program is if you are planning to re-seed or overseed your lawn this year.  If you 

apply a crabgrass preventer it will inhibit the ability of the new seed to grow so 

we would need to replace the first step of your program with a fertilizer minus 

the crabgrass preventer or a starter fertilizer. 

Greenview Four-Step & Fertilome Four-Step Lawn Program 

Step 1: Fertilizer plus Crabrass ControlƅApply in April to dry lawn 

Fertilizes lawn 

 Prevents crabgrass & other grassy weeds 

 Water after application 

Step 2: Fertilizer plus weed controlƅApply in May to moist foliage 

 Kills broadleaf weeds 

 Fertilizer for thicker, greener lawn 

Step 3: Lawn Fertilizer - Apply in September to dry lawn 

 Feeds and thickens lawn after the hot summer 

 (Fertilome contains Iron) 

 Water after application 

Step 4: WinterizerƅApply in late October to dry lawn 

 Develops deep roots so plants survive hard winters 

 Water after application 

Greenview Fairway Two-Step Lawn Program 

Step 1: Fertilizer plus Crabrass Control (24-2-8) Apply in April to moist foliage 

 Strengthens, greens & thickens without excess growth 

 Time release feeding for up to 12 weeks 

 Kills dandelions and other broadleaf weeds 

 Prevents crabgrass 

Step 2: Fall Fertilizer (30-0-12) Apply in September to dry lawn 

 Time release feeding for up to 12 weeks 

 Extended time release feeding through winter 

 Promotes root growth for winter hardiness and spring green-up 

 Water after application 

Advantages of the two-step: 

 Saves time with fewer applications 

 No excess growth which reduces mowing 

 Time releaseƅa continuous feeding for 12 weeks 

With so much information, the decision can sometimes be overwhelming but our 

knowledgeable staff is available to help you with any questions you may have. 

 

ANNUAL CONTAINER AND OUTDOOR LIVING SEMINAR 

WITH J SCHWANKE! 

Friday, April 16th at 10 a.m. 

Saturday, April 17th at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

40th and Normal Blvd. Location Only 
 

Celebrate spring with great ideas 

for your container gardens!   

See the latest trends and color combinations, 

and discover what's new in annuals for 2010! 
 

PLUS!  Check out our seminar specials 

Friday, April 16th thru Sunday, April 18th! 

All Pottery, Potting Soils and selected Annual 

Fertilizers 10% Off! 

 
Spring is just around 

the corner! 

Call the Landscape Office now 

to schedule a crew to help with 

your spring maintenance!  Our 

crews make your spring a 

breeze with trimming, weeding, 

raking, mulching and more! 

(402) 423-4556 

SPRING LARGE FIELD TREE SALE 

10-50% Off ̀kk 2Ɗ b`khodq % k`qfdq 

field grown shade & flowering trees.   

All trees will be spade truck installed from our fields 

to your home with a one year guarantee!  

Contact Doug at 450-5253 

or Ed at 432-8753 

to visit the fields and 

select your tree! 


