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Spring Landscape Clean Up
CHOREBORWARMMARCHDAYS &y The Shamrock
Daylight savings time begins on A
Sunday, March 14", The good news b
we gain an hour of daylight. The bad
news bwe lose an hour of sleep and have
to adjust our body clocks for several
days.
If no late winter snowstorms move
into the area, we can do some yard work Sl
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L . . ¢ pruning ot spring flowering shrubs till after they
back mulch and prune. come. But it WI|| eventually and we will all be_wantmg to get bloom. After the beds have been cleaned-up, apply  pre-
out and work in our landscapes. There are things we all do ’ '

March is a good time to apply dormant ici
oil to trees andgshrubs to maﬁgg}; el every year for a spring clean-up, but there are others we Emg:g?nnt\?vzr:égd%?st\:zlr ES,[S ;gv?/?gnﬂ':ﬁ:earr;egm of
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A Ty wnenll  Large amounts of snow will be good for soil moisture, but it o - '
and insects that over-winter in the bark, : fertilizer can be added at this time also . If you have a
leaf scales or unopened buds. Use of has not been kind to woody plants that have been covered natural edge to your beds, now would be a good time to
dormant oil can reduce the need for With heavy snow. Inspect trees & shrubs for broken or redefine these edges Wi'[h’ a flat spade or mechanical
N Lo LR TS e  Camaged branches. Rabbits have been doing their own edger. Make suregto clean out an ; rass clumps left from
t d shrubs leaf out trimming this winter. They have also have been eating in ger. outany g P
rees and snrubs lear out. . this process out of the existing beds. Then a new layer of
Other late March yard care chores areas higher on the plants due to the large amounts of snow. wood mulch is added to the beds. This layer should be 3-
Trim any branches that have been girdled around the stems. i

include removing tree wrap and cutting : . . . 3D cddo- Sghr gdkor rs
back perennials and ornamental grasses. Some of the others you can wait awhile to see if they will

Pansies Make You Smile
Save the Earth & Save Some Cash
How Does Your Garden Grow

i R . .« the plants & looks nice too. .
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As far as the perennial & ornamental grasses, cut back any

month. Although spring is near, our >
A L R uRees Of the winter interest plants you have
left up. Use twine to tie up the base of

disappointments for those of us anxious i ic i a
to tepnpd t0 our trees. shrubs and grasses, and use a saw, hedge trimmer Sp”ng IS JUSt arourg
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AT R [emove any leaf debris from planting Call the Landscape Office now

early OR plant tender new plants too beds. to schedule a crew to help with

If your summer blooming spireas are - -
soon. o . r spring maintenance! Our
looking tired, now would be the time to your spring maintenance! Ou
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in the landscape for 3 years will also
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THESHAMROCK

The shamrock, which was also called the "seamroy
by the Celts, was a sacred plant in ancient Ireland
because it symbolized the rebirth of spring. By the
& seventeenth century, the shamrock had become a
¢ symbol of emerging Irish nationalism and many Irish
began to wear the shamrock as a symbol of their
pride in their heritage and their displeasure with
English rule.
Shamrocks are very easy to grow but have some
basic needs. They like cool air, moist soil and bright,
indirect light. When the top of the soil is dry, take your Shamrock plant to the
sink and water until moisture comes out the bottom of the pot. Let the pot
drain completely. Water again when the top of the soil is dry.
Oxalis plants are bulbs and, like all bulbs, need a couple rest periods during the
year. When the Shamrock starts to look old and tired, stop watering the plant.
When the leaves all turn brown, cut off all of the foliage. Set the pot where it
will stay cool and dry for about two or three months. (The purple leaf varieties
only need about a month.) After this rest period, repot the plant in new soil,
resume watering and fertilize with an all-purpose houseplant food. This will
promote new growth. With a little care, you can enjoy your Shamrock
throughout the year.
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festivities and may even bring you a little luck.
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pansies that have been growmg since mld November The temperature in our
= Do mr x
above freezing. The cold
conditions let the pansies grow
slowly. The plants have compact,
dense foliage with plentiful blooms.
Most gardeners know pansies as
cool weather flowers. However,
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actually make it through frosts,
and even survive single-digit
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When you plant them in the spring you need to plant them in a mostly shady
place. They will take morning sun but keep them away from the blaring
afternoon sun. Add some fertilizer with the soil when you plant them.
Pansy blooms are single with five petals that are rounded in shape. Pansy
flowers have one of three basic color patterns. Blooms can be single, clear
color, such as yellow or blue. A second pattern is a single color having black
lines radiating from its center. These lines are called penciling and are similar to
viola markings. The last type of flower is probably the one most familiar to home
gardeners. The bloom of this type has a dark center called a "face."”
Pansies have the widest color range of any garden annual. Colors include red,
purple, blue, bronze, pink, black, yellow, white,
lavender, orange, apricot and mahogany. The
flowers petals may be a single color or have two or
three colors with a face.
Be ready for the first day of spring on March 20th.
Visit either of our Garden Center locations to
select from our early supply of colorful pansies.
We grow them ourselves especially for you!
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Certificates! Sign up now with RecycleLink

(http://recyclelink.net) and start your curbside

recycling. No need to sort, just toss all your

recyclables into your bin, each week RecycleLink
RECYCLEBANK™ "\ "o hbj to "mec vdh
that into Recycle Bank Rewards! Use your
gdv gcr sn d gm bdgshehb’
are currently offering three :
rewards: $5 off a purchase of 2l HﬁC'l’PL ING
$25 or more, $10 off a purchase
of $50 or more, and $20 off a SEDUFF
purchase of $100 or more.

HoWDOESYOURGARDEKEROW

by Randy Wolf, Asst Garden Center Manager
As winter is forced out and spring sneaks in, our urge to plant becomes
nudgvgdkIl hmf - F > qcdm
and see something green. Tropical foliage plants
help to curb this urge but the best way to treat it
is to start some seeds in hope that they will offer
rpqan:coloréoaom& fipwergaﬁjens L preat &astln@ s -
veggies this summer.
Starting your garden inside can be very gratifying!
Not only does it allow you to start plannlng your
KEmSUBRKENhsCPNER
, you WI|| also rea the rewards of earlier producing
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waited for the weather to be accommodating.

Here is a quick and easy guide to starting garden seeds:

Seed starting is easily done for most of our flowers and vegetables. Here are
some basic rules to remember.

1. Planting timéheck a calendar and back up approximately 6 weeks

Krdm yheckime gogwansto plent outdaord Tdhig will e therorrect time to

plants seeds in most cases

2. Planting depfimall seeds need little soil over them while large seeds
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1/8th of an inch deep.

3. Planting Sa8bil for seeds should be pasteurized lightweight soil that

drains well. This will facilitate transplanting to larger pots and will also help

prevent damping boff, a disease of new seedlings.

4. Planting Containétart seeds in small pots or put a number of seeds

in a tray. Once the seedlings have germinated you can transplant to small or

medium sized pots. To get a high number of even sized seedlings, cover the

tray with a clear plastic dome, glass, or plastic wrap. This keeps humidity high

and warms the soil. Once germination has occurred, remove the cover and

allow the soil to dry slightly between waterings.

5. Planting temperatuff@snhance germination or to speed the process,

try placing the seed tray or pots in a warm environment. Heat mats are

available to help with this. These mats provide 75- 80-degree hottom heat and

can also be used to speed up the rooting of cuttings you might take during the

rest of the garden season. After your seeds are up, you should keep the plants

in a well lit, cool, but sheltered spot to produce the best transplants.

Following these guidelines should help you grow your own, inexpensive
sq mrok msr- XntCkk ehmc
with transplants to share!
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