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on sunny days when water loss from the foliage is faster 

than roots can replenish the moisture.  This is especially 

true when the soil is cold or frozen.   

Adequate watering of trees and shrubs in the fall and a 3-

inch layer of mulch will help reduce water loss and help 

maintain uniform soil moisture and temperatures around 

roots.  However, the extent of plant moisture loss depends 
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products that help reduce moisture loss from arborvitae, 

azaleas, boxwoods, cypress, evergreens, holly and 

rhododendrons. 

WILT STOP® is a natural product made from pine tree 

resin.  A single application is sprayed onto plant foliage in 

late fall on a sunny day when the temperature is above 

freezing.  WILT STOP acts as a sealant to prevent 

windburn, winterkill, sunscald, salt damage and 

desiccation.  Also, WILT STOP can be used on fresh-cut 

Christmas trees, wreaths and garland to reduce drying out. 

EqddydOqteƕ is a new product made from polyethylene 

glycol and glycerin, similar to car antifreeze.  It is sprayed 

onto plant foliage when the temperature is above freezing.  

It coats the plant surface and is absorbed by the foliage to 

prevent ice-crystal formation.  It reduces both the freezing 

point of water inside plant tissues and ice crystal damage 
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ability to survive cold temperatures.  FreezePruf is 

reapplied every six weeks.   

If you have questions about these products and winter 

plant care, please visit either of our Garden Center 

locations. 

"May you have the gladness 

of Christmas which is hope;  

The spirit of Christmas which is peace;  

The heart of Christmas which is love." 

-   Ada V. Hendricks   

CEDARS GIFT TREE  
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Centers have participated in programs that provide holiday 

gifts to those less fortunate in our community.  Both of our 

Garden Center locations have a Gift Tree as part of the 

CEDARS holiday gift drive for the children in their care.  The 
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and what each would like for Christmas. 
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list.  The unwrapped gift along with the card is returned to 

one of our Garden Centers.  The gifts are collected by 

CEDARS, wrapped and distributed to the children for 

Christmas. 

Each year, more than 700 children receive gifts through the 

CEDARS gift program.  CEDARS has been reaching out to 

children and families in crisis for more than 62 years.  They 

are committed to helping children who have been abused, 

neglected or homeless.  Their programs help provide safety, 

stability and enduring family relationships. 
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life.  If you are interested in learning more about helping this 

holiday season, please call Rhonda at 437-8961 or email 

rhonda@cedars-kids.org- Xnt b`m gdko l`jd ` bghkcƇr vhrg

come true. 

FREEZEPRUF VS. WILT STOP 

Evergreen plants lose moisture during winter months.  Most 

water loss, called desiccation, comes with strong winds and 
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Things to do for December 
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late.  The final application can go 

down as long as the ground is not 

frozen. 

Roses, tender shrubs and perennials 

need extra winter protection.  If the 

ground is not frozen, water plants 

and apply a 3-inch layer of mulch.  

Also, rose collars are a good way to 

keep mulch packed around rose bush 

crowns. 

Watering lawns, trees and shrubs 

can continue if temperatures remain 
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broken pipes or faucets!  If freezing 

temperatures are forecast, remove 

hoses and drain sprinkler systems to 

avoid damage. 
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little water onto the plant is not adequate.  You need to add enough water to the 

soil so that water comes out the bottom of the pot.  If the container sits in a 
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In most cases, watering less frequently is better for the plant than having the 

soil saturated all of the time. 
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less light intensity, plants tend to not grow as much.  If you choose to fertilize, 

use a good water-soluble balanced fertilizer less frequently than you do in the 

summer.  Just a little attention is all your houseplants need.  Healthy plants are 

happy plants.  

POINSETTIAS 

December 12th is National Poinsettia 
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of poinsettias including some new 

features and colors.  Complimenting the 

traditional red, white and pink are 

cinnamon pink, orange, salmon and 

cream bicolor, pink and white marble, 

burgundy and many others including a 

dark red wavy bract.   
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CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY 
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need to display it safely throughout the holiday 

season.  Stand your tree away from fireplaces 

or other heat sources and where it does not 

block foot traffic or doorways.  Here are some 

other precautions to remember. 

Fresh Cut Trees Ƅ 

Be sure the tree is fresh!  Healthy needles of 

pines and spruces bend without breaking and 

are hard to pull off the branches.  Fir tree 

needles from a fresh tree will snap when bent, 

and the trunk will be a little sticky with sap. 

Cut off about two inches of the trunk and put 

the tree in a sturdy, water-holding stand.  Keep the stand filled with water to 

prevent the tree from drying out too quickly. 

Spraying with WILT STOP before bring the tree inside can help reduce drying 

out. 

Artificial Trees Ƅ 

Choose one that is labeled as fire resistant.   

Pre-lit trees should have the Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label. 

Tree Lights Ƅ 

Use only indoor rated lights indoors and outdoor rated lights only outdoors. 

Check lights for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wire, and loose 

connections. 

Plug no more than three light sets into any single extension cord. 

Pre-lit artificial trees should be plugged into the wall socket.  If you must use 

an extension cord, ad rtqd hs hr ` Ɖgd`ux ctsxƊ bnqc q`sdc enq 04 `lor- 

Extension cords should be placed against the wall to avoid tripping hazards, but 

do not run cords under rugs.  

Turn off all lights on trees and unplug lighted decorations when you go to bed 

or leave the house. 

Tree Ornaments Ƅ 

Never place lighted candles on a tree or near any flammable materials.  

Avoid placing breakable tree ornaments or ones with small, detachable parts on 

lower branches where small children or pets can reach them.  

Do not hang popcorn chains and candy canes on the tree when small children or 

pets are present. They may think that all tree ornaments are edible. 

OUTDOOR PLANTERS 

Thanks to mild temperatures, you still have time to do winter arrangements in 

your outdoor planters before the soil freezes.  Combinations of live greens, 

Nebraska branches (such as curly willow and red & yellow stem dogwood), 

berries, weather-resistant ornaments and decorative ribbon will give you an 
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be bright and cheery during those drab winter days. 
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ideas for your specific planters, be sure to visit either of our Garden Centers. 

HOUSEPLANT CARE 
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hard on tropical plants in the winter.  Daylight is less intense as the days 

become shorter.  Furnaces and air-handling systems reduce humidity in the air.  

Here are a few tips to insure healthy plants this winter. 

Check periodically for signs of insects and disease.  Aphids, mealy bugs and 

spider mites are common pests.  If you see signs of insect activity, spray plant 

foliage with indoor insecticide.  Also, adding a systemic insecticide to the soil 

provides longer protection to the plant. 
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conditions.  Wilting indicates a dry plant.  Check the soil periodically.  When the 

Weekend of Savings 
Saturday & Sunday, December 5th & 6th  

Take 20% off any one regularly priced item. 
 

Christmas Countdown Sale 
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progressively discounted as follows: 
 

December 19-20th  =  20% off 
December 21-22nd  =  30% off 
December 23-24th  =  40% off  
December 26-31st  =  50% off 

 

Both of our garden center locations will be 
closed on Christmas Day, December 25th 

Plan now for 

Spring Landscaping! 
Call the Landscape Design 

Office and start planning a 

fresh new look for your 

outdoor spaces! 

(402) 423-4556 

Itsɍy ktwljy kjxyn{j h~hqfrjs fsi utnsxjyynfx ktw 
decorating or gifts this holiday season! 


