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and again in mid-May, John planted miniature pumpkins 

and gourds in an area west of one of the greenhouses.  He 

bgnrd `mnsgdq `qd` d`rs ne Ɖsgd a`qmƊ enq k`qfdq otlojhmr- 

From there the plants did the rest of the work.  Pumpkin 

and gourd plants thrived thanks to a mild, damp spring.  By 

k`sd Itmd+ IngmƇr svn otlojhm o`sbgdr vdqd etkk ne uhmdr

that grew and grew and GREW!  A few sprigs of volunteer 

dill managed to pop up through the mass of leaves, but that 

v`r `ants `kk- ƉSgd md`s sghmf hr sg`s sgnrd otlojhm `mc

fntqcr `qd rn sghbj+ xnt cnmƇs g`ud sn vddc `mxsghmf+Ɗ

Ingm mnsdc- ƉSgnrd uhmdr bgnjd nts lnrs dudqxsghmf dkrd-Ɗ 

IngmƇr f`qcdmr bnmshmtdc sn ekntqhrg sgqntfg Itkx `mc

August.  Vines full of yellow-orange blossoms grew under 

shade cloth and through the framework of greenhouses.  

Then came the fun Ƅ finding the miniature pumpkins and 

gourds to harvest. 

By early September, John estimated that he had collected 

about 450 yellow and orange mini-pumpkins, at least 100 

miniature white pumpkins and nearly 50 assorted gourds.  

Larger pumpkins in the other patch were much easier to 

see.  John guessed there were about 25 big ones scattered 

in the east patch. 

@kk hm `kk+ IngmƇr dwodqhldms v`r ` fqd`s rtbbdrr- Vgdm

you shop for pumpkins and gourds at either of the 

B`loadkkƇr F`qcdm Bdmsdq knb`shnmr+ xnt vhkk ad `akd sn

rdkdbs eqnl IngmƇr bqno- Gd r`xr sg`s sgdqd `qd ` bntokd ne

u`qhdshdr sg`s gd vnmƇs ok`ms mdws xd`q `mc rnld mdv nmdr

sg`s gd v`msr sn sqx- Vgn jmnvr Ə gd l`x ok`ms lnqd

`qd`r enq ` ahffdq bqno mdws xd`q- HsƇr etm sn sqx  

 

ƉVgx sqx sn dwok`hm lhq`bkdr sn 

your kids when you can just 

g`ud sgdl ok`ms ` f`qcdm-Ɗ 
 

- Robert Brault 

TROPICAL HOUSEPLANTS Coming in before the Cold 

Houseplants often accent our patios and decks during the 

summer.  If you want to over-winter these plants, do so 

before the first frost since they are not hardy in this zone.  

Tropical plants are susceptible to insects, mites and disease 

during their time outdoors.  Before you move them inside, 

treat each with a pesticide.  Spray options include the 

following:  Bayer 3-in-1 Insect, Disease & Mite Control, 

Eight Garden & Home Insect Control, Ferti-lome Triple Action 

Plus RTU Insecticide, Miticide, Fungicide, Bonide Insecticidal 

Soap.  Bonide Systemic Houseplant Insect Control gives 

additional long-term protection.  The ready-to-use granules are 

added to the soil around the base of the plant.  The chemical 

kd`bgdr hmsn sgd ok`msƇr qnns ynmd `mc hr `arnqadc sn oqnsdbs

the plant from aphids, scale, spider mites and other insects 

for 4-6 weeks. 

THE TALE OF THE PUMPKIN PATCHES 
Gardening experiments are fun, especially if the crops surpass 

your expectations.  Those of you who have planted pumpkins 

and gourds know what we mean.  Each spring John Linscott, 

` knmfshld dloknxdd `s B`loadkkƇr 3/sg Rsqdds F`qcdm

Center, plants a couple garden areas in the fields south of the 

store.  Past crops included several types of tomatoes, 

different varieties of peppers, dill, squash, cucumbers and 

watermelon. 

John decided to try something different this year.  Several 

varieties of pumpkins and gourds were started from seed in 

late March.  The seeds were germinated in small containers 

for easy transplanting when weather permitted. In early May 
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October Garden & Yard Care Reminders 

RememberÜ send us 
your questions about  

gardening & landscaping! 
askus@campbellsnursery.com 

Things to do for October 
You can still add fall mums, pansies, 

asters and flowering kale to planters.  

These bright colors will last until cold 

weather comes. 

If you plan to over-winter annuals, get 

them ready to move inside before the 

first frost. 

Once your garden vegetation has died 

back, remove it or compost it.  Add 

several inches of compost, manure, finely 

chopped leaves and grass to the area and 

till or turn it into the soil.  Leave the 

ground open 'cnmƇs rlnnsg nq o`bj cnvm( 

over the winter.  This will give you 

excellent soil for spring planting. 

Decrease weekly lawn mowing height to 

1.5-2.0 inches and watering to once a 

week. 

If you do the Four-Step program, apply 

sgd ƉVhmsdq RsdoƊ hm lhc sn k`sd Nbsnadq-

Those using the Two-Step program 

should do the Fall application anytime 

between mid-September and late-

October, depending on the specific 

formula used. 

Perennials need adequate moisture going 

into winter.  Add mulch to your perennial 

beds as needed to a depth of 2-3 inches.  

Be sure to get mulch under the foliage 

around the base of the plant.  It is best to 

save pruning and trimming until spring.   

Thoroughly water trees and shrubs going 

into winter.  Water from the base out to 

the drip line for periods long enough to 

get water down into the soil several 

inches.   
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SPRING-BLOOMING BULBS 

Our 2009 supply of spring-blooming bulbs arrived from Holland just before Labor 

Day weekend.  Both of our Garden Center locations have an excellent selection 

of bulbs for you.   

New clusters of bulbs are perfect for areas that need bright color in the spring. 

You can add new bulbs to an existing group of bulbs.  Now is a good time to 

move spring-blooming bulbs if you want to change your landscape.   

Bulbs need several weeks in the ground to get the root systems growing before 

the ground freezes.  Gnvdudq+ cnmƇs ok`ms sgdl snn d`qkx-  If the soil is too 

warm, new bulbs will sprout, which depletes the stored energy that it needs to 

get through the winter.  You can plant bulbs as long as the soil is soft enough to 

dig a hole.   

The trick to growing large, healthy flowering bulbs is to properly prepare the soil.  

Amending the area with compost loosens the soil and keeps bulbs from rotting in 

cool weather.  Here are a few hints for success: 

Select healthy bulbs.  Avoid bulbs that are dry, withered, spongy or moldy. 

Choose a good location.  Most flowering bulbs do best in full sun, which can 

be most anywhere in the spring before trees and shrubs leaf out.   

Plant bulbs with the pointed side up, which is the stem.   

Plant bulbs to a depth about three-times their diameter. 

Mix some bone meal, super-phosphate or similar bulb fertilizer in the bottom 

of the hole at planting time.  This aids in strong root growth. 

If squirrels, mice, rabbits or other rodents tend to eat your bulbs, try 

sprinkling red pepper in the planting hole.  Also, you can protect 

planted bulbs with a barrier made from chicken wire or 

hardware cloth. 

Replace the soil on top of the bulbs and 

water after planting to help the area settle and 

close air pockets.  During fall and winter, 

cnmƇs v`sdq atkar tmkdrr hs hr dwsqdldkx cqx-

Too much moisture will cause bulbs to rot. 

Mark your bulb areas!  HsƇr d`rx sn enqfds

where you have planted bulbs.  Mark the areas so 

sg`s xnt vnmƇs chrstqa sgdl nq `bbhcdms`kkx chf sgdl

up in the spring. 

Have fun planting spring-flowering bulbs! 
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TREE DIVERSITY 

Keeping diversity in trees is important, considering 

some of the recent diseases and insects that have 

taken their toll on certain species.  While the tried 

and true trees are good, sometimes one needs to 

think outside the box.  If there are lesser-used trees 

that still offer hardiness and desirable 

characteristics, then why not try something unique? 

When selecting a larger shade tree, why not try a 

Heritage oak (Quercus x macdanielli).  A cross 

between an English and bur oak, it has a nice 

pyramidal form, a yellowish-brown fall color and has 

a surprisingly fast growth rate.  Looking for more of 

a red fall color?  Scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea) offers a stunning burgundy red 

fall color.  Elms are starting to make a comeback to the landscape.  Many of the 

hybrids such as Accolade and Frontier offer superb disease resistance, as well 

as a unique form and fall colors. 

He ` rl`kkdq sqdd hr vg`s xntƇqd knnjhmf enq+ sqxPaperbark maple (Acer 

griseum).  This smaller maple only gets about 20 feet high and 15 feet wide, has 

exfoliating cinnamon-colored bark and stunning red fall color.  Autumn 

Brilliance serviceberry '@ldk`mbghdq w fq`mcheknq` Ɔ@tstlm Aqhkkh`mbdƇ( hr `

great multi-season tree.  Serviceberry is a native under story tree, which gets 15

-20 feet high and wide.  It offers white flowers in the spring, a small edible fruit 

in the summer and red fall color. 

There are also many options when choosing an evergreen.  An alternative to 

Colorado blue spruce is Concolor fir (Abies concolor).  This evergreen offers 

bluish-colored needles, which are blunt-shoodc rn hsƇr rnes sn sgd sntbg- Ehqr

want a drier soil so keep that in mind when selecting a site.  Vanderwolf pine 

'Ohmtr ekdwhkhr ƆU`mcdqvnkeƇr Oxq`lhcƇ( hr `mnsgdq fqd`s dudqfqddm noshnm- Rhlhk`q

to a white pine, it has a long, soft needle with a blue-green color.  It makes a 

great specimen tree, growing about 15 feet wide and 20-25 feet high. 

Rn vgdm xntƇqd `s sgd f`qcdm bdmsdq qd`cx sn otqbg`rd ` sqdd+ sqx mns sn g`ud `

pre-determined mindset of what you want.  Keep an open mind and explore all 

the tree alternatives that fit the needs of your space. 

HOLIDAY DECORATING IDEAS 

Amid the fall foliage, pumpkins and 

Halloween decorations, many of us are 

not ready to think about the November 

and December holidays.  However, it is 

not too early to get ideas. 

B`loadkkƇr Mtqrdqhdr `mc F`qcdm

Centers are excited to host our annual 

Holiday Design Seminars with J 

Schwanke.  J is always in a creative 

mood and ready to give us a lively look 

at new decorating themes and color 

schemes. 

Maybe you would like to try a new 

tabletop decoration, a striking 

centerpiece or a new style for your 

mantel.  J and the design teams at either of our Garden Center locations will be 

ready to help you refresh your traditional pieces or select new accents for 

specific rooms in your home.  Regardless of your budget, we can help with your 

holiday decorating needs. 

Visit either of our Garden Center locations for our Holiday Open House and for 

nmd nq `kk ne IƇr Rdlhm`qr- Nmbd xnt fds rnld mdv hcd`r `mc cdbhcd vgdqd sn

rs`qs+ inhm tr enq K`chdr Mhfgs Nts- Ntq ƉGnkhc`xr `s B`loadkkƇrƊ c`sdr `qd khrsdc

to the right.  Make the 2009 Holiday Season the best that it can be. 

Mtqnif~x fy Hfrugjqqɍx 
Holiday Open House 

Friday October 30thɉSunday November 1st 
Both Locations 

 

Holiday Design Seminars with J Schwanke 
Wednesday, November 4th at 7:00 pm 

Thursday, November 5th at 10:00 am & 7:00 pm 
40th & Normal location 

 

Trim-A-Tree Seminar with J Schwanke 
Friday, November 6th at 10:00 am 

56th & Pine Lake Road location 
 

Qfinjx Snlmy Tzy fy Hfrugjqqɍx 
Wednesday, November 11th 

4:00 pmɉ8:00 pm 
Both Locations 


