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areas needing changes or updates.  Maybe a shrub has 

outgrown its space or a diseased or damaged tree needs 

to be removed.  Adding new flowering perennials and 

shrubs or a point-of-interest in your yard would give you 

a new look.  The possibilities are endless, and remember, 

it is NOT too hot to plant. 

@qd xnt shqdc ne knnjhmf hmsn sgd mdhfganqƇr x`qc> Gdcfdr

and shrubs give not only boundary and privacy but also add 

a lot of greenery to large and small spaces, making them an 

excellent choice for small gardens and large landscapes. 

Do you want more color and variety?  There are many 

perennials and shrubs that provide seasonal blooms and 

changing fall foliage. 

Cn xnt g`ud ` bnqmdq nq `qd` sg`s xntƇc khjd `r ` enb`k

point?  Fountains in a garden or landscape design are 

easy to do.  Large standing fountains and small hanging 

wall fountains on or near your patio or deck will give you 

the soothing sound of moving water. 

If you would like a water feature on a larger scale, ponds 

provide stunning natural elements that combine water 

features with plant life and even wild animal life depending 

on what type of pond you decide to build.  Ponds can be 

completely natural, partially 

man made or completely 

man made depending on the 

look you decide to go for, 

and can feature fish, fowl, 

amphibians, reptiles and 

other wildlife as well. 

The summer night is 

like a perfection of thought.   

~Wallace Stevens 

ƉCOG DAYSƊOF AUGUST 

Heat and humidity take their toll on most 

everything Ƅ annuals, perennials, turf grass, 

shrubs, trees and those of us who are trying 

to care for them.  This time of the year we need 

to be kind to our landscape, as well as ourselves.   

Gd`s rsqdrrdc ok`msr sdmc sn Ɖrgts cnvmƊ `mc
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Water lawns and gardens early in the day when plants are 

bnnkdq- @krn+ cnmƇs nudq-water Ƅ if the soil is moist, the area 

does not need to be watered.  When the soil is dry, soak 

garden areas and planters well then let the soil dry out 

between watering.  Lawns need about 1 to 1-½ inches of 

water weekly, preferably in one or two waterings.  

Go easy on the fertilizer.  Stressed plants are more likely to 

burn if too much nitrogen is applied.  If you need to perk up 

gardens use products with low or slow-release nitrogen 

concentrations.  Products rich in iron or iron sulfate will green 

up yellowing lawns. 

Be patient with your landscape.  The August heat will give 

way to cooler temperatures in September, when working 

outside is more pleasant. 

TIME TO LIVEN UP YOUR LANDSCAPE? 

Despite the heat, most of us enjoy relaxing outdoors on our 

o`shnr nq cdbjr- HsƇr ` fqd`s shld sn g`ud ` bnnk adudq`fd

and take pleasure in your yard and landscape.   

Annual and perennial gardens are in full bloom.  Trees and 

shrubs are leafed out.  As you enjoy the view, think about 
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THINGS TO DO FOR AUGUST 

For Gardens and Planters: 

Annuals and perennials may be 

showing signs of disease, such as 

black spot or powdery mildew.  

Treat with an appropriate fungicide 

as needed. 

Re-mulch garden and landscape 

areas to keep the soil cool and 

moist during hot August days. 

Remove faded flowers and prune as 

needed to encourage more blooms. 

In late August, divide peonies, iris, 

fall bulbs, etc., if needed.  

For Yards: 

Continue to water turf and 

landscape plantings as needed, but 

cnmƇs nudq-water.   

Avoid applications of nitrogen-

containing lawn chemicals to avoid 

burning the turf grass. 

Be careful starting a  new lawn 

from seed now.  Take advantage of 

cooler weather to re-seed or over-

seed. 

August and September are good 

months to resume your fight against 

stubborn weeds.  Plants are actively 

moving food down to the roots to 

store for winter, which makes 

herbicides more effective. 
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PLANNING FOR FALL LAWN REPAIRS 

Most any lawn can use a little fixing up or repairing.  The end of summer or early 

fall is a great time to do it.  As with any project, you need to have a plan of what 

needs to be done.  Things to consider include: 

Aeration for thatch control  

Adding top soil to fill low areas 

Spot seeding to fill bare patches  

Over seeding to thicken the lawn  

Complete renovation to rebuild your lawn from the ground up  

Several things can cause a lawn to need one or more of these renovations.  Some 

lawns may have been damaged by lack of water through the summer.  Insects, 

disease, heavy foot traffic, pet damage or poor drainage can compromise part or 

all of a lawn. 

Remember, timing makes a big difference.  If you decide to seed, make sure you 

time it right. Try to have seed planted early enough so the new grass can be 

mowed several times during the fall. And be sure to use the best possible seed 

for the most dependable germination with strong growth. 

Visit either of our Garden Center locations for help with any lawn renovation 

project.  We can help you decide the best time to do your plan. 

WATER SAVING TIPS 

Bnmrdqu`shnm ne `klnrs dudqxsghmf hr nm odnokdƇr

minds these days.  There are several ways to save 

by recycling, careful selection and just plain using 

less. 

Xnt cnmƇs g`ud sn l`jd xntq k`vm nq k`mcrb`od

plants suffer to save water this summer. The trick 

is to get the most mileage out of the sprinkling you do.  Make every drop count. 

One of the big mistakes to avoid is applying light, shallow sprinklings that 

lnhrsdm sgd rtqe`bd ne sgd rnhk ats cnmƇs fds ltbg v`sdq sn sgd qnns rxrsdl- Sghr

`bst`kkx v`rsdr v`sdq adb`trd sgd v`sdq sg`s hr `ookhdc cndrmƇs fds trdc

efficiently. 

Other water wasters are sprinklers that water the streets and sidewalks. The 

spray from a sprinkler can be carried away from the lawn by the wind or the 

spray head might just need adjusting.  Either way, asphalt and concrete really 

cnmƇs mddc sgd v`sdq- 

Snn ltbg nudqk`o hm xntq o`ssdqm hr `mnsgdq v`sdq Ɖkd`jƊ xnt b`m d`rhkx oktf- Ad

careful to water all the area, but only once. When moving the sprinklers, allow 

only a small overlap in your pattern.  Consider these tips. 

Water only when the soil is dry to a depth of 3-6 inches.  

Water deeply (usually an hour in each spot). Avoid shallow sprinklings.  

Adjust your sprinklers to avoid getting overspray onto drives, walks and 

streets.  

When watering, cover each area only once. Try not to create overlap that 

over-waters parts of the lawn.  

Water larger trees, shrubs and perennial beds very slowly.  

Let a hose trickle at the base for several hours. Soaker 

hoses are also a good investment for these areas. 

HOUSEPLANTS, CACTUS & SUCCULENTS 

Houseplants might be far from your mind during summer.  

However, August is a good time to think about houseplants 

as we take refuge in the air-conditioned comfort of our 

homes.  A nice fern or other variety of tropical plant can bring 

a touch of outdoor living into any room.   Visit either of 

our Garden Centers to pick out something new! 

Also, we have a new shipment of cactus and succulents.  

These can be enjoyed outdoors through early fall, as well 

as indoors. 
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Grow & Share 
Share your excess garden produce with the hungry! 

Starting July 13th, bring any extra produce to either 
Campbellès Nurseries location on Mondays or Tuesdays and 
The Food Bank will distribute it to the areaès needy 

Please help insure fresh produce by: 
Not pre-cooling, pre-washing or trimming your produce 

Use brown paper bags rather than plastic 

Outdoor Lighting can really liven up a landscape 

at night. Not only do they add home security 

and safety with illumination, but they can 

accent water features and your favorite trees, 

plants, flowers or fountain when they 

otherwise would not be visible in the darkness.  

Hot summer days can feel oppressive, but that 

cndrmƇs ld`m xnt b`mƇs dminx adhmf ntscnnqr-
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landscape improvements.  The experienced staff at both of our Garden Center 

locations can help you select new perennials, trees, shrubs and mixed 

combinations that will add color and interest throughout your yard. 

SELECTING PLANTS FOR YOUR GROWING AREA 

Catalogs, television ads, do-it-yourself 

programs and friends living in other 

parts of the country often have plants 

that look and sound like the ideal plant 

for your garden or landscape.  

However, plants and growing areas are 

not always compatible. 

Southern Nebraska is in Climate (Growing, Hardiness) Zone 5a.  The Platte River 

is the approximate dividing line between Zone 4b and Zone 5a.  For those of us 

in and around Lincoln, we can plant perennials, trees and shrubs that are hardy 

in zones 1-5.  Plants that are hardy in zones 6-11 are considered annuals in our 

region. 

Regions in Pennsylvania and New York are also Zone 5.  Yet, plants that thrive 

in those areas may not do well here.  Differences in soil, humidity, wind and 

other environment conditions affect plant success. 

B`loadkkƇr Mtqrdqhdr `mc F`qcdm Bdmsdqr needq ` vhcd u`qhdsx ne g`qcx

perennials, shrubs and trees that have demonstrated growing success in this 

qdfhnm- Ok`msr bnmrhcdqdc Ɖsdmcdq odqdmmh`krƊ `qd l`qfhm`k `mc l`x mns rtbbddc

here.  If you have questions about plant hardiness and success, please visit 

either of our Garden Center locations to get help with plant selection for your 

garden and landscape. 

VEGETABLES AND HERBS 

In addition to maintaining your vegetable and herb gardens, now is a good time 

to get ready to add to the area for a fall garden.   

Fall vegetable and herb seeds or starters can be planted in August.  Consider 

spinach, radishes, carrots, beets, lettuce, over-wintering onions, kale, kohlrabi, 

rutabagas, turnips, dill, cilantro, parsley, and chives.  

Remember to harvest your garlic when about half the leaves turn brown.  Also, 

cut herbs to dry or freeze for winter use.  


