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reduces build-up in landfills. Composting of yard cuttings 

and waste lets you build nutrient-rich material to amend 

your garden soil. Planting new trees and shrubs provides 

summer shade that can reduce home air conditioning costs 

and reduce the need for yard water. Fertilizer programs can 

help you grow healthy lawn and landscape that will be 

more disease resistant and require less water.  

Look for information about other Earth Day events in the 

newspaper. Announcements will also be made by local 

radio and television stations.  The Artistic Rain Barrel 

Program was outlined in our March Garden Notes.   Visit 

dhsgdq ne B`loadkkƇr F`qcdm Bdmsdq knb`shnmr sn rdd svn ne

the 25 barrels and to learn more about environmentally 

friendly things you can do in your yard and garden.  

ARBOR DAY 
National Arbor Day is truly a Nebraska event to honor the 

importance of trees in our environment.  It was founded by 

J. Sterling Morton in 1872 and is celebrated on the last 

Friday in April.  You can celebrate Arbor Day by planting a 

tree.  You can replace a tree that is diseased or no longer 

working in your landscape.  You can add a tree to an area 

that needs more shade or an open spot.  Hundreds of 

varieties of trees offer different sizes, shapes, colors and 

interests.  A single tree can become the focal point of your 

landscape.  A group of trees can provide shade, privacy, 

color, wind protection and other assets. 

Visit either of our Garden Center locations to get 

information about trees that will be successful in your 

landscape.  Think green Ƅ plant a tree.  

ARE YOU ANXIOUS TO PLANT? 

By the end of March or the first part of April, most of us in 

the Great Plains states are eager to plant something Ƅ 

anything!  The good news is there are a number of frost-

hardy plants that can be planted early.  Some of the most 

enjoyable early-season favorites are PANSIES.  These bright 

cool-weather flowers add a joyful highlight to the dreary 

brown yards and dirty snow-piles.  Pansies do well in pots, 

ok`msdqr `mc eknvdqadcr- Sgdx cnmƇs lhmc bnkc mhfgsr nq dudm

a little snow. 

Those with vegetable gardens can plant "cole" crops.  These 

mustard-family plants include brussels sprouts, cabbage, 

cauliflower, collards, kale, kohlrabi, mustard, broccoli, turnips 

and watercress.  Also, carrots, chives, lettuce, peas, radish, 

swiss chard and spinach can be planted early. 

Remember to limit your early planting to frost-hardy plants.  

Generally, the last frost day in our area is usually around 

LnsgdqrƇ C`x vddjdmc- 

EARTH DAY 
For most of us, ƉFnhmf FqddmƊ is a bigger part of our daily 

activities than it was a year or two ago.  In addition to 

reducing our energy use and using more efficient appliances, a 

kns ne Ɖkhsskd sghmfrƊ+ rtbg `r qdbxbkhmf o`odq+ ok`rshbr+ ansskdr

and cans, has become a habit.  Also, repairing items instead 

of buying something new saves money. 

In terms of gardening and yard care, there are several 

changes that help the environment. Catching rain in rain 

barrels reduces erosion and wastewater runoff, as well as 

lowering your city water bill. Use of bio-degradable products 
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April is  
National Lawn & Garden Month 

1st Ƅ @oqhk EnnkƇr C`x 

5th Ƅ Palm Sunday 

9th - 16th Ƅ Passover  

12th Ƅ Easter Sunday 

15th Ƅ Income Tax Day 

22ndƄ Earth Day and 

Administrative Professionals Day 

24th Ƅ Arbor Day 

25th Ƅ J Schwenke Seminars at                      

B`loadkkƇr Mtqrdqhdr 

Things to do For April 
Remove tree wrap. 

Cut back perennials and 

ornamental grasses, if not done in 

the fall. 

Rake and aerate or de-thatch the 

lawn, if needed. 

Apply a pre-emergence herbicide to 

turf and landscape beds to prevent 

crabgrass and annual broadleaf 

weeds. 

If fungal diseases have affected 

trees and shrubs, begin spraying 

with an approved fungicide as the 

tree leafs out.  Follow all label 

directions. 

Plant trees, shrubs and perennials 

now through October. 

Mid-April through May Ƅ over-seed 

or reseed lawns  

In late April, uncover roses, 

strawberries, perennials, etc. 

Choose a lawn fertilizer program 

and begin fertilizer applications. 

 

RememberÜ send us your 
questions about  

gardening & landscaping! 
askus@campbellsnursery.com 

This edition of Garden Notes 

is dedicated in loving memory 

to Robert E. Campbell who 

had a passion for making the 

world a more beautiful place.  
1917-2009 
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GOING GREEN WITH BIODEGRADABLE POTS 

Mdv `s B`loadkkƇr F`qcdm Bdmsdqr sghr xd`q `qd 0//$

biodegradable pots made from bamboo.  These pots, from 

Rossos International, come in several bright colors and sizes, 

along with companion saucers.   

Bamboo is a highly renewable material since it is one of the 

earth's fastest growing plants. Bamboo needs no replanting, 

grows without fertilizers or pesticides and is harvested from 

controlled stands with an astounding growth cycle of three to 

five years. Bamboo is not a wood, but a species of grass. 

Our biodegradable pots are 100% natural and have no 

chemicals or artificial components.  The decomposition is a 

slow process in which the pot starts to age and small cracks 

become visible.  If kept indoors, they begin to breakdown after 

three years.  Outdoors they start the decomposition process 

after two years.  

Once pot degrading starts, you can replant plants in the pot 

and put the potted plant into the ground.  The pot will 

breakdown while the plant grows without trauma to the roots.  As it degrades, it 

`ccr mtsqhdmsr sn sgd rnhk- He xntƇc q`sgdq rdmc sgd ons sn sgd k`mcehkk+ hs vhkk

completely degrade in six months. 

Biodegradable bamboo pots are environmentally friendly, made with vegetable-

based colors and decompose without contamination.  Their stylish design and 

colors will add highlights to your container gardening.  Try some this spring.  They 

are a must for organic gardeners. 

SPRING SEMINARS APRIL 25TH 

Start off your spring with something new and different.  Join us Saturday, April 

25th, at our 40th Street Garden Center for 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM seminars with J 

Schwanke.  This will be a first for us to have ƉIƊ with us any time other than at 

Christmas. 

ƉIƊwill be discussing Ɖ@mmt`k Bnms`hmdq F`qcdmhmfƊ `mc ƉDmg`mbhmf Xntq Ntscnnq

KhuhmfƊ- Ansg sgd lnqmhmf `mc `esdqmnnm nmd-hour sessions are geared to help you 

add new ideas to your containers and landscape. 

Reservations are not needed for IƇr seminars.   

 

SPRING LAWN SEEDING 

During April and May, when the soil temperature is at least 50ºF, is a great time to 

seed new lawns and over-seed established lawns.  The following is a general 

outline for new lawns and for over-seeding established lawns. 

Seeding New Lawns: 

Till the soil 2-3 inches deep.  Rake the soil smooth to fill in any low areas. 

Apply Starter Fertilizer to the bare soil at the recommended rate then till into soil 

2-3 inches deep. 

Lightly firm the seedbed with a lawn roller.  You must compact the tilled soil for 

a firm lawn that can withstand normal use. 

Sow the seed using a scatter-box or a broadcast spreader.  For more uniform 

seeding, apply seed at ½ the recommended rate spreading east to west then 

apply the second ½ spreading north to south. 

Set the seed by lightly raking the area.  The seed should be no deeper than ¼ 

inch. 

Apply a thin ¼ inch layer of peat moss or straw to protect the seed. 

Water twice daily until the grass blades emerge. 

After the new grass emerges, adjust the watering schedule so the area is 

watered less often, but allowing water to soak deeply to promote a deeper root 

system. 

Mow the lawn to a height recommended for the species as soon as the grass is 

tall enough. 

Seeding Thin or Bare Areas: 

Mow the lawn short (about 2 inches) to expose bare or thin 

areas. 

Remove any thatch with a steel rake. 

Loosen the soil to a depth of 2 inches using a hoe or rake. 

Sow the seed evenly by hand or with a scatter-box or a 

broadcast spreader, depending on size of area. 

Set the seed by lightly raking the area, the seed should be no 

cddodq sg`m ÁƊ- 

Scatter a Starter Fertilizer over the area by hand or with a 

spreader. 

Apply a thin ¼ inch layer of peat moss or straw to protect the 

seed. 

Water twice daily until the grass blades emerge.   

After emergence, adjust the watering schedule so the area is 

watered less often but allowing water to soak deeply to promote a 

deeper root system. 

Mow lawn to a height recommended for the species as soon as 

the grass is tall enough. 

If you need additional information about specific problems in your lawn, please 

visit either of our Garden Center locations where one of our expert staff 

members can assist you. 

GRASS SEED VARIETIES AT CAMPBELLƇS 

B`loadkkƇr Rtoqdld Lhw is a mixture of the best Kentucky Bluegrass varieties 

for this area with a perennial ryegrass to add a quicker cover crop during 

germination.  It is ideal for sun or light shade.   It will tolerate high traffic areas 

and has good disease resistance. 

NEW Ƅ Bluegrass Disease Resistant Blend, (formerly Fungus Resistant Blend) 

is a mixture of Academy, Bluechip and NuBlue Bluegrass.  As well as being very 

resistant to the major disease problems in our area, this blend will give you the 

darkest color, the most dwarf growth habit and the best drought tolerance of 

any of our mixes.  

Shady Area Mix is the perfect blend for your shade areas.  This mixture of 

NuBlue Kentucky Bluegrass, Creeping Red Fescue and Goalkeeper Perennial 

Ryegrass is an excellent shade blend for this area and is very resistant to 

powdery mildew in shady areas.   

Super Shade Mix is the blend you need if you are seeding under large trees, on 

the north side of buildings or other very shady areas of your lawn.  Comprised 

primarily of fescues, this blend is the most shade tolerant mix available, although 

it will not tolerate high foot traffic.   

Perennial Ryegrass Blend is a mixture of five high-quality varieties of the best 

perennial ryegrass. Growing well in sun or shade, this blend is similar to those 

used in ballparks and golf courses.  The fine textured leaf blades offer a soft 

lawn while offering quicker establishment and handling higher traffic.   

NEW Ƅ Turf Fescue Blend with Lateral Spread is a new blend with Bluegrass 

and rye.  These newer fine-leaf fescues are as deep-rooted and drought resistant 

as K-31 but far more disease resistant.  It is also tolerant of high traffic and is 

pretty much maintenance free.  Many of the latest tests show these varieties to 

be shade tolerant as well. 

Fawn Tall Fescue is a wide blade bunch grass or pasture grass that tolerates 

high traffic and low fertility.  It is very drought tolerant.  

Buffalo grass is becoming one of the most popular species used in low 

maintenance areas and residential lawns.  This popularity springs from the 

extreme drought tolerance of this native grass, as well as its tolerance of poor, 

infertile soils.  The grass is reasonably quick to establish, but its growth rate will 

slow considerably. This slower growth rate can reduce mowing and 

maintenance, but not entirely.  Buffalo grass will be similar to Zoysia grass in 

that it greens up later than Kentucky Bluegrass or Fescues. 
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