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March Garden & Yard Care Reminders 

Rain barrels do wonders for people who tend to use the 

garden hose on a liberal basis, saving not just money  but 

also providing fresher and purer natural soft water for your 

plants.  

LANDSCAPE MAKEOVER  

by Ryan Stewart, Landscape Designer  

It seems like everywhere you look these days there are 

new makeover television shows for home, car, clothing 

fashion or body physique.  The one that is the most 

exciting to landscapers is the garden makeover.  This is a 

great way to create a “new and fresh” landscape that not 

only increases your enjoyment of the surroundings but also 

gives you a sense of ownership and creativity.  One big 

plus to having your yard and gardens reworked is in the 

increased value of your home.  According to an American 

Nursery & Landscaping Association study in “How to work 

with Realtors,” the sale price of homes with an “excellent” 

landscaping rating is about 6-7 percent higher than 

equivalent homes. 

Your first step to making over your landscape is getting a 

plan put together that creates a “road map” to determine 

phases and areas of priority.  Your plan begins with an 

inventory of existing plant material and deciding what 

elements you want to keep or remove.  Generally larger 

items, such as trees and large shrubs, are elements that 

can be used to frame new views or focal items. 

Using the initial plan, the second and most important step 

of a garden make over is to think “big” or “outside the 

box.”  Consider the views, areas that need screening or 

other areas that could have new uses.  Water features, 

 

"Spring is when you feel like whistling 

even with a shoe full of slush." 
Doug Larson 

CHORES FOR WARM MARCH DAYS 
Daylight savings time begins early this 

year on Sunday, March 8th.  The good 

news – we gain an hour of daylight.  The 

bad news – we lose an hour of sleep and 

have to adjust our body clocks for several 

days.   

If no late winter snowstorms move 

into the area, we can do some yard work 

on warm, sunny days.  A thorough “walk 

around” is the best way to start.  

Inspect trees, shrubs and perennials for 

signs of winter kill and damage from 

wind and heavy snow.  Your landscape 

will still be dormant, so don’t be too 

anxious to pull back mulch and prune. 

March is a good time to apply 

dormant oil to trees and shrubs to 

manage insect and disease.  The oil 

helps reduce fungus and insects that 

over-winter in the bark, leaf scales or 

unopened buds.  Use of dormant oil can 

reduce the need for insecticides and 

fungicides in spring after tress and 

shrubs leaf out.  

Other late March yard care chores 

include removing tree wrap and cutting 

back perennials and ornamental grasses.  

Remember to “Beware the Ides of 

March”!  March can be an unpredictable 

month.  Although spring is near, our 

weather can hold many surprises and 

cold disappointments for those of us 

anxious to tend to our trees, shrubs and 

perennials.  Don’t “jump the gun” and 

uncover roses or other hardy plants too 

early OR plant tender new plants too 

soon. 
 

Remember… send us your 
questions about  

gardening & landscaping! 
askus@campbellsnursery.com 

RAIN BARRELS 

Residential water rates continue to increase each year.  

Making matters worse, water use increases 40% or more 

during summer because of outdoor water needs. 

Spring and summer rains help offset “City water” use, but a 

lot of the rainwater is unused when it runs off driveways, 

sidewalks and streets and then into storm drains.  Storm 

water runoff is the major source of residential pollution in 

streams, rivers and lakes. 

Rather than letting rainwater “go down the drain”, consider 

an old-fashioned approach – rainwater catching in rain 

barrels.  Rain barrels collect and hold water from roofs that 

would normally flow through downspouts and become runoff.  

Catching rain for use on your garden, lawn, planters or even 

washing the car can save on your water bills and help reduce 

erosion and runoff into storm drains. 

You can buy or make a rain barrel. If you have a lot of plants 

to care for, consider linking several together to increase your 

storage capacity.  One rain barrel can save about 1,300 

gallons of water during the summer months. 

Rainwater is one of the most 

abundant and consistently available 

natural resources.  Collection and 

conservation of it is an easy way 

to cut the cost of water usage and 

help reduce problems from water 

shortages.  Strategic placement of 

a rain barrel underneath the gutters 

of your home can provide a barrel 

full of rainwater in a downpour.  
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ponds, fountains, outdoor fireplaces, pergolas, arbors and other areas for 

relaxation could be incorporated into your new landscape. 

One idea that is becoming popular is the “outdoor room”.  This concept 

develops distinct areas throughout the yard that use perennials, trees and 

shrubs to create intimate spaces with different themes (sculpture, water, an 

area to relax) to break up a backyard.  Large properties can have several 

distinct areas.  Single intimate spots can be designed for small yards. 

Creating an outdoor room is a simple process.  You need to first decide the 

functions you want for your garden rooms.  From there, you can develop a 

layout of your “rooms” and begin the renovation.  It is important for you to 

think of the views in and out of the area, the sunlight that penetrates the 

space and the season when you would most use the space.   Hedges, trees, 

landscape beds and accent items such as fences, walls, trellises and arbors 

can define the development of the room.  An outdoor room is simply an area 

that lets you be actively involved in a portion of the larger landscape and will 

provide a sense of protection and serenity. 

Once you determine a plan that suits your needs and desires, implementation 

can be done in segments.  You work on the important areas first and continue 

until all phases are done.  As reality shows continue to fill your TV watching, 

you can create your own program that will give you much more enjoyment and 

personal satisfaction creating your own extreme landscape makeover. 

ALL NATURAL GARDENING 

“Organic” gardening has become a popular concept in recent years as we 

consider ways to be more environmentally friendly.  Yet, many of us have little 

or no idea about what it takes to truly grow organically.  The term organic is 

synonymous with “natural”.  Thus, it might be better to consider how to do 

our gardening and yard care using natural products. 

To truly garden “all natural”, you would have to stop using refined chemical 

pesticides, fungicides, herbicides and fertilizers.  There are several effective 

pest-control methods that don’t involve chemical spraying, and you can also 

try homemade solutions and commercial products. These may remedy most of 

your pest problems, BUT such products require frequent application and quick 

action when signs of insect or fungus are present. 

Natural gardening and yard care is not an “all or nothing” approach.  It can be 

phased by gradually replacing chemical-based products.  When you shop at 

either of our garden center locations for fertilizers, pesticides, fungicides, 

miticides or other products, ask one of our staff for a natural option for a 

product you have used in the past.  

Keep in mind that plants are organisms that need air, soil, nutrients (food), 

water, light and space to grow.  For natural gardening, the primary needs are 

nutrients in the soil, prevention of disease and insects, and elimination of 

undesirable plants that move into another plant’s space.  Plants don’t know or 

care about the source of their nutrients.  As long as the essential elements are 

present in adequate amounts, plants will grow.  Thus, caring for the 

environment in your yard and garden is your choice.  Chemical solutions, 

including fertilizer, insecticides and fungicides, evolved to save time and 

effort.  Use of natural products requires a greater investment of time and 

effort from you. 

SOIL QUALITY:  Mulches, peat moss, compost or decayed plant material, 

manure and ground-rock mineral supplements are the essentials of good soil.  

The goal is to establish non-compacted well-drained soil that supports your 

plants and gets air, water and nutrients to the roots for absorption into the 

plants.  Also, good quality soil helps reduce disease and insect problems during 

the growing season.  Developing good soil requires repeated amendment, year 

after year.  It is vital that compost and other additives are disease and pest 

free to keep your garden healthy. 

FERTILIZERS:  Soils can lack necessary nutrients.  Fertilizers supplement the 

soil to help plants thrive.  The three primary plant nutrients are nitrogen, 

phosphorus and potassium.  Secondary elements are calcium, sulfur and 

magnesium.  Trace elements or micronutrients include boron, chlorine, 

manganese, iron, zinc, copper, molybdenum and selenium.  Selecting the right 

fertilizer depends on the type of plant you intend to feed.  Lawns need 

different nutrients than flowers or vegetables.  Too much fertilizer can cause 

excessive, unhealthy growth and burning, especially during hot summer 

months. 

PREVENTION:  Healthy, well-maintained plants tend to be resistant to 

disease and can withstand some pests.  To insure plant health, you must pay 

attention to plant needs for light (full sun, partial shade, shade), as well as 

moisture and space.  Plants too close together lack adequate air circulation 

and moisture, which can promote disease and provide an insect-friendly 

environment.  You need to check your garden frequently. 

Maintain a clean, weed-free garden to prevent crowding of desired plants  

Plant disease-resistant plant varieties when available. 

Check plant foliage for signs of disease and insects. 

Remove diseased and infested plant material from the area. 

Treat diseases and pests with insecticides, fungicides and/or miticides.  

Remember, that natural controls must be applied more frequently than 

chemical products to be effective. 

Natural gardening requires frequent checks, daily if possible, to watch 

for problems. 

Take care of a problem as soon as it’s found, so that you can treat the 

problem in the early stages and avoid having it spread throughout your 

garden. 

SPACE:  Well-spaced plants have ample room to grow and good access to 

nutrients, air and light.  Young plants that grow too close to one another can 

be thinned.  Once young plants are established, you need to keep the weeds 

out of your garden since they rob your desirable plants of water, nutrients and 

space.  It is easier to remove the young weeds rather than those that have 

overtaken your garden.  Pulling weeds early prevents them from reseeding.  

Manual weeding is the natural method.  Herbicides are the chemical 

alternative.  You must decide the approach that is best for you. 

Natural gardening is not difficult or complicated.   However, it does require a 

commitment of time, attention and effort to care for your garden, to recognize 

problems and needs and to act quickly on the problem as each develops.  

Natural gardening is truly a labor of love. 

PANSIES MAKE YOU SMILE 

Most gardeners know pansies as cool weather flowers with almost heart-

shaped, overlapping petals in bright colors or bi-colors and often with face-like 

center markings.  Pansies love cool weather and can actually make it through 

frosts, and even single-digit temperatures.  When you plant them in the spring 

you need to plant them in a mostly shady place.  They will take morning sun 

but keep them away from the blaring afternoon sun.  
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   Take 15% OFF your 

           total purchase of Pansies 
  

              Bring this coupon to receive discount. 

   Expires March 31st, 2009.  

             Not valid with any other sales or offer. 


