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January Garden & Yard Care Reminders  

home heating system may cause plants to dry out faster 

than usual.   
 

Humidity:  Home heating also reduces 

humidity levels.  Plants may show signs of 

humidity stress, such as brown leaf tips.  

Below are some suggestions for raising the 

humidity levels around your houseplants: 

Add a humidifier to the room. 

Group plants together.  Plants release 

water from their leaf stomatas during 

transpiration and create a layer of moist air 

around a plant, which can benefit surrounding 

plants.  

Use a pebble tray.  To make a pebble 

tray, place plants on top of a tray filled with 

pebbles or marbles. Then fill the tray with 

water, making sure that the plant rests atop the 

pebbles and is not sitting in the water.  As the 

water in the pebble tray evaporates, it will raise the 

humidity level around the plant.  
 

Pests:  Insects may continue to be a serious problem 

during the winter.  Be sure to check plants for signs of 

infestation.  Scale, mealy bugs, spider mites, white flies 

and aphids are common household pests. 

If you have questions about winter houseplant care, visit 

one of our garden center locations for answers for your 

specific concerns. 

 ƉHm sgd cdosgr ne vhmsdq H ehm`kkx kd`qmdc sg`s

vhsghm ld sgdqd k`x `m hmuhmbhakd rtlldq-Ɗ 

-Albert Camus 

 

WINTER HOUSEPLANT CARE 
Winter is a difficult time for houseplants.  The shorter days 

with less light, low humidity and 

cooler temperatures slows plant 

growth.  Many plants enter a 

resting or dormant period during 

winter.  With proper care, 

houseplants can be maintained in 

winter.  You must be alert to 

needs and potential problems. 
 

Inactive growth phase:  Because 

of less active growth, fertilizer 

should not be applied.  If you think 

your plants need feeding, use a 

weak dilution of fertilizer once or 

twice during the winter. 
 

Less Water:  In most cases, you can cut back on the 

watering.  Be sure to check the soil when you water plants.  

If the soil feels moist, wait a few more days before 

watering. 
 

Dormancy: Certain houseplants enter a dormant period 

during cold weather months.  These plants lose their leaves 

during the dormancy period and should not be watered at all 

or very infrequently.  Be sure to read about individual plant 

care, especially if you have a new plant in your collection. 

Temperature:  Winter brings a lot of temperature extremes 

in your home.  Some plants may be sensitive to cold drafts 

or cold from windows.  Also, the warm, dry heat from your 
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INDOOR HERB GARDENING 
If you use herbs in cooking, growing 

herbs during the winter is a true delight 

of indoor gardening.  Many herbs make 

attractive indoor plants.  Others provide luscious 

fragrances.  Fresh herbs give extraordinary 

flavor to enncr sg`s b`mƇs ad l`sbgdc ax cqhdc gdqar-

To successfully grow herbs indoors, you need 

adequate light, warmth, water, humidity and nutrients, as well as plenty 

of space.  Here are some basic guidelines for indoor herb gardening. 

Light:  Herbs need about 12 hours of strong light each day.  Since winter days are 

short with less intense light, you will need to supplement natural light.  Fluorescent 

lights provide the most light over the largest area for the lowest cost.  Plant grow 

lights are more expensive and cover a smaller area. 

Water & Humidity:  Most herbs prefer to stay evenly moist and are sensitive to over-

watering or soggy soil.  Check the soil moistness for herbs every few days.  If you can 

feel moisture, leave it alone.  If the soil is dry, water the container thoroughly, let it 

cq`hm+ `mc cnmƇs v`sdq `f`hm tmshk sgd sno ne sgd rnhk hr cqx- 

Air:  Hmcnnq gdqar khjd fnnc `hq bhqbtk`shnm- CnmƇs ots gdqa bnms`hmdqr hm `qd`r vgdqd

airflow is restricted. 

LOCATION, Location, location:  Sunny kitchens are idea for herbs because they are 

trt`kkx lnqd gtlhc `mc aqhfgs- He xnt cnmƇs g`ud ` rtmmx jhsbgdm vhmcnv+ bnmrhcdq

growing herbs under a bright below-the-cabinet light to provide artificial light for about 

12 hours each day.  If your kitchen is windowless, grow herbs in the brightest room 

you have. 

Containers & Soil:  Any container with adequate drainage can be used for herbs.  

Clay pots release moisture and let the soil dry out more quickly, which helps avoid root-

rot.  Herbs need a well-drained potting soil high in organic matter. 

Fertilizing:  For more intense flavor, keep your herbs a little hungry.  When you do 

fertilize, use a water-soluble plant food at half strength. 

 

Pruning:  Using your herbs keeps them pruned and encourages new growth.  Remove 

yellowing or brown leaves to keep the plants healthy. 

Insects & Disease:  When dealing with pests on edible plants, be sure to use products 

safe for vegetables and other edible plants.  Both of our garden center locations have 

appropriate insecticides and pesticides. 

 

HERBS MOST SUITABLE FOR INDOOR GROWTH 
Rnld gdqar cnmƇs fqnv vdkk hmcnnqr- Sgd enkknvhmf gdqar vhkk fhud xnt sgd adrs bg`mbd

for success. 

Bay Chives Garlic Chives

 Marjoram Mints 

Oregano Parsley Rosemary Sage

 Winter Savory 

 

Some herbs will need extra light to grow indoors.  Those include: 

 Basil Cilantro Dill Ginger

 Lemon Verbena Thyme 

TAKE TIME TO RECYCLE 
Fresh-cut Christmas trees, wreaths, garland and other 

evergreens can and should be recycled.  Remember to 

remove lights from the greens before recycling.  Each year, 

the City of Lincoln and other neighboring communities have 

designated collection sites.  In turn, they grind the material 

into mulch that is available to residents.  Some of you have 

wood chippers, so you can make your own mulch.  Please 

help the environment by recycling.  If you have questions about this recycling 

deenqs+ bnms`bs nmd ne ntq f`qcdm bdmsdqr nq KhmbnkmƇr Qdbxbkhmf Gnskhmd `s 330-

8215. 

Décor Items Ƅ Artificial wreaths, garland, swags, centerpieces, etc. should 

be wrapped in tissue and stored in a box or container that keeps each item from 

being damaged. 

Rule-of-Thumb Ƅ HsƇr nesdm cheehbtks sn sgqnv `v`x sghmfr- He xnt cnmƇs g`ud

room to store everything, think about discarding items that look drab and worn 

out.  Next season it will be fun to add something new to your holiday decorations. 
 

DE-ICER 

ICE is the most troublesome aspect of winter. De-icer that is used before a storm 

prevents ice from forming on driveways and sidewalks.  Other products can be 

used afterward to soften ice for easier removal with a shovel.  Since there are 

several options on the market, it is important to select a product that is not 

harmful to lawns, trees and shrubs, as well as the concrete.  

Frequent shoveling (early and often) is most effective, but not necessarily 

the easiest. 

Sand, cat litter or sawdust can be spread to improve traction.  However, you 

need to sweep it up after the ice is gone to prevent it from being tracked into 

the house. 

Granulated Fertilizer or Urea melts ice without damaging plants, IF used 

sparingly.  However, these corrode metals and can be harmful to pets if 

ingested. 

Khpthc l`fmdrhtl bgknqhcd vnmƇs bnqqncd lds`k nq g`ql udfds`shnm `mc hr

less of an environmental problem than the rest.  However, it is more 

expensive than urea or sand. 

DO NOT USE rock salt.  Although it is inexpensive, salt is toxic to plants and 

highly corrosive to metals. 

Fertilizer and urea are available at either of our garden center locations. 
 

STORING HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 
Enq l`mx+ s`jhmf cnvm Bgqhrsl`r cdbnq`shnmr hr ` cqd`cdc oqnbdrr- HsƇr ltbg

more fun to decorate than Undecorate.  Here are a few hints that might make the 

job easier AND eliminate problems next season. 

Ornaments Ƅ As you take ornaments off your tree, set the broken and blemished 

ones aside.  Those that are not keepsakes can be discarded to make room for new 

ones next year. 

Candles Ƅ Some candles can be used year after year, if not burned a lot.  Those 

that were burned frequently during the holidays should be discarded.  Never use 

candles that are almost burned through the sides or bottom. 

Lights Ƅ Inspect lights on artificial trees, wreaths and garland, as well as 

individual strands.  Replace burned-out bulbs.  If there are numerous unlit bulbs 

that are blackened, the light strand is worn-out and should be discarded.  

Blackened bulbs indicate that there has been a short making the strand a fire 

hazard. 

Outdoor lights & Indoor lights on fresh-cut trees and greens Ƅ Inspect the 

light strands as you take each down.  Check lights for broken or cracked sockets, 

frayed or bare wire, and loose connections.  If you find a problem, fix it or discard 

the strand.  Again, remember to remove light strands from greenery before 

recycling. 
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Take 10% OFF your 

total purchase of houseplants, 

herbs, cactus or succulents 
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Bring this coupon to receive discount. 

Expires January 31st, 2009.  

Not valid with any other sales or offer. 


