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October Garden & Yard Care Reminders  

SPRING-BLOOMING BULBS: 
Plant new clusters of bulbs in areas that need bright color 

in the spring or add new bulbs to an existing group of 

bulbs.  Now is a good time to move spring-blooming bulbs 

if you plan to change areas in your landscaping.   

Bulbs need several weeks in the ground to get the root 
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want bulbs to sprout above the ground since this will 

deplete some of the stored energy in the bulb that it 

needs to get through the winter.  Gardeners in our 

growing zone can continue to plant until early November.  

You can plant bulbs as long as the soil is soft enough to 

dig a hole.  However, the bulbs will do best if they have 

time to grow roots, so plant before mid-November.  If you 

plant too early and temperatures warm back up, the bulbs 

could start to sprout then freeze.   

The trick to growing large, healthy 

flowering bulbs is to properly prepare the 

soil.  A rich, well-draining soil with good 

nutrients will feed the bulb for good spring 

growth and flowers.  Also, good, well-drained 

soil helps keep bulbs from rotting in 

cool weather.  Here are a few hints 

for success: 

Select healthy bulbs. Avoid ones that are 

dry, withered, spongy or moldy. 

Choose a good location.  Most flowering 

bulbs do best in full sun, which can be most 

anywhere in the spring before trees and shrubs 

leaf out.  Woodland bulbs, such as Anemone, 

Arisaema, Erythronium, Galanthus, and Trillium, prefer 

cool shade. 

Plant bulbs with the pointed side (the stem) up. 

Plant bulbs about three-times their diameter. 

Mix some bone meal, super-phosphate or similar bulb 

fertilizer in the bottom of the hole at planting time.  

This aids in strong root growth. 

If squirrels, mice, rabbits or other rodents tend to eat 

your bulbs, try sprinkling red pepper in the planting 

hole.  Also, you can protect planted bulbs with a 

barrier made from chicken wire or hardware cloth. 

Replace the soil on top of the bulbs and water after 

planting to help the area settle and close air pockets.  
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extremely dry.  Too much moisture will cause bulbs 

to rot. 

Clumps or concentrated areas of bulbs give a 
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plant several bulbs at once or simply toss the 

bulbs into the air and dig holes to plant them 

where they fall.  It may sound too simple, but 

it works. 
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disturb them or accidentally dig them up in 

the spring. 

Have fun planting spring-flowering bulbs! 

 "Even if something is left undone, everyone 

must take time to sit still and watch the 

leaves turn." 

-   Elizabeth Lawrence 
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Yard Care Calendar 
FOR GARDENS AND PLANTERS: 

You can still add fall mums, pansies, asters, 

flowering kale and flowering cabbage to 

planters and patio arrangements.  These 

bright colors will last until cold weather 

comes. 

If you plan to winter-over annuals, get them 

ready to move inside before the first frost. 

Once all of the vegetation in your garden is 

killed by frost, remove it or compost it.  Next 

add several inches of compost, manure, 

finely chopped leaves and grass, then till or 

turn into the soil.  Leave the ground open for 

freezing and thawing over the winter.  This 

will give you excellent soil for planting in the 

spring. 

 

FOR YARDS:  

Lawn Mowing & Water:  Decrease weekly 

lawn mowing height to 1.5-2.0 inches in 

October and decrease watering to once per 

week. 

Fall Lawn Fertilizer for Established Lawns:  

If you do the Four-Step program, apply the 
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using the Two-Step program should do the 

Fall application anytime between mid-

September and late-October, depending on 

the specific formula used. 

 

FOR PERENNIALS: 

Perennials need adequate moisture going 

into winter.  Add mulch to your perennial 

beds as needed to a depth of 2-3 inches.  Be 

sure to get mulch under the foliage around 

the base of the plant.  It is best to save 

pruning and trimming until next spring.   

 

FOR TREES AND SHRUBS: 

Thoroughly water trees and shrubs going 

into winter, primarily in areas protected from 

the September rains.  Water from the base 

out to the drip line for periods long enough to 

get water down into the soil several inches. 

Fall is time for planting.  We still have a nice 

selection of trees, shrubs and perennials at 

either of our garden center locations. 

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html?
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http://www.campbellsnursery.com/1200.htm
http://www.campbellsnursery.com/1630email_dir.htm


HOUSEPLANTS 
Houseplants often accent our patios and decks during the summer.  If 

you want to winter-over these plants, do so before the first frost since 

they are not hardy in this zone.  Tropical 

plants are susceptible to insects, mites and 

disease during their time outdoors.  Before 

you move them inside, treat each with 

pesticide.  Spray options include the 

following:  Bayer 3-in-1 Insect, Disease & 

Mite Control, Eight Garden & Home Insect 

Control, Ferti-lome Triple Action Plus RTU Insecticide, Miticide, 

Fungicide, Indoor Pharm organic Insecticide, Miticide, Fungicide 

 

Systemic Houseplant Insect Control gives additional long-term protection.  

The ready-to-use granules are added to the soil around the base of the 
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zone and is absorbed to protect the plant from 

aphids, scale, spider mites and other insects for 4-6 

weeks. 

HERBS & ANNUALS 
To over-winter herbs and other annuals, cuttings or divisions of these 

plants should be potted and brought inside before the first frost.  Like 

tropical houseplants, these should be treated for insects and disease 

prior to relocation.  However, herbs must be treated with a pesticide that 

is rated for edible plants.  Products include Eight Garden & Home Insect 

Control; Ferti-lome Triple Action Plus RTU Insecticide, Miticide, 

Fungicide; and Veggie Pharm organic insecticide, miticide, fungicide.  Do 

not use Systemic Houseplant Control on any herbs. 

 

PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 

Join us at either of our 

garden center locations 

for our first-ever pumpkin 

festival on Saturday, 

October 18th from 9amƅ

12 pm.  Little kids, big 

kids, young kids, not-so-

young-kids are welcome to 

join in the fun.  Cost is $5 

per participant.  Activities will include pumpkin painting, bobbing 

for apples and walking a straw maze.  Fall is a great time to have 
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you October 18th. 

 

 

FOR THE BIRDS 
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stop now.  Visit our 40th & Normal 

garden center location for your supply 

of bird seed and feeders 

 

GREETINGS FROM ƉIƊ 
J Schwanke is in a creative mood and ready to bring us new decorating 

ideas for the holiday season.  In fact, J sent the following email to us: 

 I am looking forward to seeing everyone at 

this yearôs Holiday Events at the 40th & Normal 

Campbellôs location on Wednesday, November 5th 

and Thursday, November 6th.  I have been all over 

the country and halfway around the world 

discovering the Latest and Greatest Trends, Colors 

and Flower Designs to share with you at 

Campbellôs this November. 

I know that Ann, Carol and Chris have 

searched far and wide to bring you the 

FINEST for Christmas 2008!  Iôm so excited 

that we will be offering our ñHow to Decorate 

Your Christmas Treeò seminar again on 

Friday, November 7th at Campbellôs on 56th 

Street!  Plan to join us é to share the MAGIC 

of the Holidays with me é at Campbellôs 

Nurseries! 

 FROM:  J 

 

HOLIDAYS AT CAMPBELLƇS 2008 
 

Holiday Open House 

Friday Oct 31st, Saturday Nov 1st & Sunday Nov 2nd 

Both locations 
 

Holiday Design Seminars with J Schwanke 

Wednesday, November 5th at 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, November 6th at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

40th & Normal Blvd. Location 
 

Trim-A-Tree Seminar with J Schwanke 

Friday, November 7th at 10:00 a.m. 

56th & Pine Lake Road Location 
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Wednesday, November 12th 

4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Both Locations 
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