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JAPANESE BEETLES & GRUBS 

Grubs are a common problem in turf grass during 

late spring and early summer.  The Japanese Beetle 

is the adult form of the insect.  The beetles eat 

leaves and flowers and produce larvae, 

called White Grubs.  The grubs feed on 

plant roots and organic material in the 

soil, especially under turf grass.  When 

grubs are present in a lawn, you will see 

dead patches of turf that can be picked 

up like a piece of loose carpet.  Japanese 

beetles can be controlled with several 

strategies. 

You can hand pick them off plants when 

they are most active in the early morning 

or late evening then drop them into a 

container of soapy water to destroy the 

beetles. 

Beetle populations can be limited by 

planting non-attractive plants.  

Japanese beetles do not like to feed on ageratum, 

arborvitae, ash, baby's breath, garden balsam, 

begonia, bleeding heart, boxwood, buttercup, 

caladium, carnation, cockscomb, columbine, 

coralbells, coralberry, coreopsis, cornflower, daisies, 

flowering dogwood, dusty-miller, euonymus, false 

cypress, firs, forget-me-not, forsythia, foxglove, 

hemlock, hollies, hydrangeas, junipers, ornamental 

kale, lilacs, lilies, magnolias, red or silver maple, 

mulberry, nasturtium, red and white oaks, pines, 

poppies, snapdragon, sweet pea, sweet-William, 

violets and pansy, or yews. 

Using insecticides on infected plants can 

control Japanese Beetles.  Over-the-counter 

pesticides include Orthene, Sevin, Bayer 

Multi-Insect control, Bayer Advanced Tree 

& Shrub Concentrate and Eight Home and 

Garden Insect Control.  Sprays may need to 

be applied every 7 to 10 days during heavy 

beetle activity. 

Grub control in lawns is most affective 

when they are small and actively feeding 

near the soil surface, usually in July to mid-

August.  However, new grub control 

products have sufficient residual effect and 

can be applied in June and July. The key to 

good grub control is to make an even 

application at the proper rate and water 

thoroughly after application. 

If you have questions about effective control of 

Japanese Beetles and White Grubs, please visit 

either of our Garden Centers.  We can help you 

identify the cause and select the best treatment 

options. 

Yard Care Calendar 
For Gardens & Planters: 

General Maintenance Ƅ continue to pick up 

leaves and faded flowers to limit slugs and 

snails.   

Check and treat as needed for aphids and 

other common pests.   

Remove faded flowers and trim/prune/pinch 

back annuals to encourage more blooms. 

Provide adequate water when plants are dry.  

CnmƇs ad sdlosdc sn nudq-water.  If plants are 

kept too wet for too long, root-rot can develop 

and cause plants to die.  

For Yards: 

Continue to watch for insect and disease 

damage (especially white grubs) and treat as 

needed. 

Watering Ƅ Many homeowners are spending 

more time watering their lawn and landscape 

as the summer heat increases.  National 

estimates show that landscape irrigation 

accounts for about one-third of all residential 

water use, totaling more than 7 billion gallons 

per day.  Experts estimate that up to 50 

percent of that water is lost due to over-

watering, evaporation or bad irrigation system 

design and maintenance.  Here are some tips 

for good water management.  

Put mulch around your plants to help retain 

moisture and prevent evaporation. 

Raise the blade on your lawn mower. 

Closely cropped grass requires more water.   

Recycle your grass clippings back into your 

k`vm ax trhmf ` ltkbghmf lnvdq- XntƇkk

conserve water and save time while 

mowing.   

Established lawns require 1 to 1-1/2 inches 

of water a week.  Watering every day does 

not help your turf grass. 

If you use a hose and portable sprinkler, buy 

a hose end timer to regulate your watering .   

Consider installing a home irrigation system. 

Properly installed irrigation systems can 

eliminate the time and hassle of hauling 

hoses around your property.  More 

important, irrigation systems decrease 

water consumption by improving the 

accuracy, timing and delivery of water, 

reducing runoff and preventing over 

watering.    

 Freedom has its life in the hearts, the actions, the spirit of 

men and so it must be daily earned and refreshed - else like 

a flower cut from its life-giving roots, it will wither and die. 
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WATER GARDENS 

Heavy rains this spring have left a soggy mess in many lawns and 

gardens.  This might be a good time to consider establishing a 

water or rain garden.  This can be done in any low spot in your 

yard that tends to hold water for long periods. 

Water gardens typically contain both goldfish and a variety of 

aquatic plants. Water gardens in moderate climates usually need 

for an area of the pond to be at least 2 feet deep. Colder climates 

require a depth to provide at least 12" to 16" of water below the 

freeze zone. 

Water garden areas can be planted with native vegetation or 
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plants do not absorb water the same.  Water gardens can be 

designed to fit virtually any existing landscape, no matter how 

large or small while providing years of enjoyment.  Prices start 

around $150 and go up into the thousands. 

If you are interested is building a water garden, visit our 56th and 

Pine Lake Road garden center.  We have a wide variety of water 

plants and experts who can help you with a water garden design. 

 

RAIN BARRELS FOR WISE WATER USE 

Water control and conservation are major environmental concerns.  

Spring flooding has been significant throughout Nebraska this year.  

Instead of having too little water, we have too much. 

Lakes, reservoirs, rivers and other flood 

control measures come to mind when we 

think of water regulation.  However, there 

are steps that we can take on a smaller scale 

to help retain rainwater and control erosion 

and ground water pollution. 

Simple things, including good soil drainage, 

contribute to efficient water use.  Soils with 

high organic content hold moisture for 

annuals, perennials, lawns, shrubs and trees.   

Controlling runoff from roofs and paved areas is important.  You want 

to retain water where it is most useful rather than having it go down 

the storm sewers. 

Roof runoff is easily collected in the new styled rain barrels.  By 
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handy for emergency situations. 

Water management can be done in a little at a time.  Changes in yard 

maintenance, mowing, watering, collecting rainwater and other steps 

all help.  Both of our garden centers can help you look into ways to 

conserve water. 

 

CACTUS, SUCCULENTS & HOUSEPLANTS 
 

By the time July rolls around, most of us have done all that we can or 
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add a plant in the house or sunroom. 

Both of our garden center 

locations have a new 

selection of cacti, 

succulents and tropical 

houseplants.  See if the 

there is something new 

and different that will 

brighten the indoor living 
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humid to enjoy the 

outdoors. 

 

 

 

Clip the coupon below and bring it to either of 

our Garden Centers to enjoy a special discount 

for our E-Newsletter Subscribers Only! 
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