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Prepare sprinkler systems by testing, g 7 MOTHER'S DAY IS SUNDAY! fine leaf blades, heat and pest tolerance, self repairing of

adjusting, and repairing leaks. 3 S . bare spots via Rhizomes, and a deep root system. RTF is
fruit trees as needed. - tumped on what to get Mom for Mother's . "

Spray frui Day? Campbell's carries colorful planters suppose to withstand stressful weather conditions, use

Begin spraying roses to treat disease. ' less water than blue grass and hold its rich green color

If white grubs were in your lawn last _and hanging baskets, plus other great gift even through low winter temperatures
year, apply season-long grub control ideas for your mom !!!" Let us help you pick '

. the perfect blooms for the perfect Mom! Please be aware that early studies by the Univer-
If fungal d|seas§s have gffec;ed A sity of Nebraska dispute the rhizome production of
and shrubs, begin spraying with an

annroved funaicide as the tree leafs out the RTF grass blend. Their findings showed that rhi-
Fgﬁow all Iabgl T — ' SIGNS OF SPRING zome production and the ability of the grass to spread

If you follow a four-step lawn fertilizer “Is it Spring yet?” has true meaning for a gardener, espe- and repair itself were minimal at best.

program, do the second spring (May) cially after a long, cold, windy winter. “Is it time to work If you are interested in using the RTF Turf Saver seed,
application. our gardens?” “Is it time to prune perennials and shrubs?” please visit with one of our expert staff members at
If you follow a two-step lawn fertilizer Can | uncover mulched plants yet?” either of our garden center locations. We can review the
program, do the spring application in information available about this seed blend and help you

mid to late May. i isi
y , ally close to Mothers’ Day. Exactly when is just a quess. make a good decision for your lawn care needs.
If you have not started your fertilizer

program, our knowledgeable sales staff Follow the local weather forecast_s to dec_ide a safe time to
af aithar Garden! Center locationiwill plant annuals and tender perennials. Enjoy the freshness TURF GRASS BLENDS AVAILABLE
help you choose the program that best and new growth of spring. Visit either of our Garden Cen-

meets your needs. ters for a complete selection of annuals, perennials, vegeta- e Campbell’s Supreme Mix

If lawn fungus was a problem for you bles, herbs, rose bushes, trees, shrubs and all of the sup- e Fungus Resistant Blend

last year, select a fungicide program to plies needed to make your yard and garden a success. ;
prevent or limit it this year. Areas in © Shady Area Mix
which snow and ice remained during o Super Shade Mix

most of_the winter are esp_ecially NEw FESCUE SEED R
susceptible to fungus. Again, our staff i
can help you choose the best fungicide RTF Turf Saver Turf Grass Seed is a new blend that has

for your lawn. been hilled as having the ability to repair itself through the
development of rhizomes, similar to bluegrass. RTF™ is the
abbreviation for Rhizomatous Tall Fescue. It was devel- e Buffalo grass
oped to provide rapid germination, early spring green-up,

Establishing Turf Grass

Featured Annual: Tropical Hibiscus

The last frost/freeze day in our growing area is usu-

Perennial Ryegrass Blend
o Turf Type Tall Fescue & Perennial Ryegrass Mix
e Fawn Tall Fescue

"/ love spring anywhere,
but if I could choose
| would always greet it in a garaen.”
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ESTABLISHING TURF GRASS

April and May, when the soil temperature is at least 50°F, is a great time to
seed new lawns and over-seed established lawns. The following is a general
outline for new lawns and for over-seeding established lawns.

Seeding New Lawns: Till the soil 2-3 inches deep. Rake the soil smooth to
fill in any low areas. Apply Starter Fertilizer to the bare soil at the recom-
mended rate. Lightly firm the seedbed with a lawn roller. Sow the seed using a
scatter-box or a broadcast spreader. For more uniform seeding, apply seed at
% the recommended rate spreading east to west then apply the second %
spreading north to south. Set the seed by lightly raking the area. The seed
should be no deeper than ¥a inch. Apply a thin ¥a inch layer of peat moss or
straw to protect the seed. Water twice daily until the grass blades emerge.
After the new grass emerges, adjust the watering schedule so the area is wa-
tered less often but allowing water to soak deeply to promote a deeper root
system. Mow the lawn to a height recommended for the species as soon as the
grass is tall enough.

Seeding Thin or Bare Areas: Mow the lawn short (about 2 inches) to expose

bare or thin areas. Remove any thatch with a steel rake. Loosen the soil to a
depth of 2 inches using a hoe or rake. Sow the seed evenly by hand or with a
scatter-box or a broadcast spreader, depending on size of area. Set the seed by
lightly raking the area. The seed should be no deeper than % inch. Scatter a
Starter Fertilizer over the area by hand or with a spreader. Apply a thin % inch
layer of peat moss or straw to protect the seed. Water twice daily until the
grass blades emerge.

After emergence, adjust the watering schedule so the
area is watered less often but allowing water to soak
deeply to promote a deeper root system.

Mow lawn to a height recommended for the species as
soon as the grass is tall enough.

FEATURED ANNUAL - TROPICAL HIBISCUS

Exotic, intriguing and beautiful blooms of tropical hibis-
cus make a grand statement in any collection of indoor
plants and are one of the best blooming plants for the summer patio. The large,
showy hibiscus blooms are deep-throated and look like they are made of crepe
paper. Each fat bud opens into a bloom that is several inches across. Luckily,
buds develop rapidly and are opening constantly, since each flower only lasts a
day or two before fading.

Tropical hibiscus plants are not hardy in our growing zone. They are treated
like an annual and need to be replaced each year. Whether a bush or standard
(treg) variety, they can be planted in containers, mixed in a combination planter
or left as a stand-alone plant in a garden.

Tropical hibiscus come in many sizes ranging from 1-gallon shrubs to 5-gallon
trees. Colors range from subtle yellows to vivid reds. They need lots and lots
of light for prolific blooming, meaning they will do best with full sun.

Proper watering is key to the plant’s success. A well-drained, quality potting
soil is a must. As soon as the soil begins to dry, thoroughly drench the root
mass and let the container drain completely. When the top of the soil becomes
dry, it's time to water. Hibiscus generally need frequent watering during the
summer when they are blooming and exposed to drying breezes. During cooler
weather and when they are indoors, let them get a little dry before watering.

Hibiscus are very sensitive to temperatures below 50° and thrive in tempera-
tures from 60-85°. The plants need fertilizer when they are actively growing
and blooming. Fertilize every 2-4 weeks during spring and summer with an all-
purpose, water soluble fertilizer. During fall and winter, cut back to every 6-8
weeks. If your water is very alkaline (/ike most city water), an occasional dose
of an acid fertilizer will help keep the soil pH closer to the 6.5 to 7.0 it prefers.
If you carry your hibiscus over during the winter, check the pot once spring
arrives. If it is too crowded, repot the hibiscus into a container no more than 2
inches larger. Pruning should be done in the spring.

Tropical hibiscus are sensitive to sudden changes and to any temperatures
below 50°. With our unpredictable weather, that can cause problems. When
the leaves throughout the plant rapidly yellow and drop, it is almost always
from a sudden change. The new leaves will quickly replace the old. If the
yellowing is confined to the inner sections, check to make sure it is not being
over-watered. Constant over-watering will cause root rot, which can eventu-
ally kill the plant.

If the buds drop off the plant before opening, the most common cause could be
low humidity or inadequate watering. If green leaves begin to drop, this is most
likely caused by over-watering. Wilting is a sign of both too much and too little
water. It can also result from excessively warm temperatures, especially if the
humidity is low. When it gets above 80°, be sure to keep it well watered. Pale
leaves can be caused by lack of adequate fertilizer or too little light.

Hibiscus are prone to aphids and whiteflies as well as the occasional spider-
mite infestation when it is hot and dry. They will occasionally get mealy bug
too. Use a mild insecticide and repeat applications according to directions.

FEATURED SHRUB - RED STEM DOGWOOD

American Dogwood is an elegant red-stemmed, open
shrub with creamy white flower clusters in spring. It
can be found in moist areas, in either sun or shade. It
is often found along the banks of streams or other
habitats. The Red Stem Dogwood has green foliage
| and is deciduous in winter exposing its attractive red
bark. It is a must for winter interest in the garden, is
lovely in the spring when the plant is covered with
clusters of creamy flowers and is perfect adjacent to a
lawn as a backdrop. Along a real or artificial stream-
bed, the dogwood is in its element, becoming a shrub up to 12 feet high and as
wide or wider, growing best with afternoon shade. The dogwood fruit attracts
many birds.

Campbell’s Garden Center locations carry three varieties of red stem dogwood.

Bailey Redstem is a red-twig dogwood cultivar. It is a rapid-growing, multi-
stemmed, deciduous shrub that grows 6-10" tall with a loose, rounded habit.
The outstanding ornamental feature of this plant is its bright red winter stems
that are particularly showy against a snowy backdrop. Tiny white flowers
appear in flat-topped clusters (o 2.5 diameter) in late spring, with additional
sparse, intermittent, flowering that can continue into summer. Flowers give
way to clusters of porcelain blue berries in summer. Fruit is quite attractive to
birds and has as much, if not more, ornamental interest than the flowers.
Foliage turns reddish purple in autumn.

Cardinal Redstem dogwood is a new hybrid selection bred for its bright red
winter twig color. In late fall, the twigs and stems develop a bright cherry red
color that lasts until spring when the plant leafs out. The Cardinal Redstem
dogwood is well adapted for northern climates and will mature at an average
height and spread of 8 to 10 feet. It is tolerant of poorly drained soils permit-
ting its use in wet sites where other woody plants would fail. Dogwoods can
be grown in full sun or partial shade.

Isanti Redstem dogwood is a rapid-growing, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub
that grows to 4-5' tall with a rounded, spreading habit. The outstanding orna-
mental feature of this plant is its bright red winter stems that are showy
against a snowy backdrop. Tiny white flowers appear in flat-topped clusters
(to 2.5" diameter) in late spring, with sparse, intermittent, additional flowering
sometimes continuing into summer.  Flowers turn to clusters of whitish
(sometimes with a bluish tinge) berries in late summer. The fruit is attractive to
birds and is generally considered to have as much if not more ornamental inter-
est than the flowers. Oval dark green leaves turn reddish purple in autumn.



