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SPRING CLEANING 

If you didn’t sort through and clean out 

old lawn and garden chemicals in March, 

you can still do it in April.  Your garden 

tools could probably use some cleaning, 

too. 

Shovels, spades, hoes, trowels and weed-

ers and other tools that were put away in 

the fall while still covered with mud are 

not only dirty, but also probably rusting by now.  Get a sturdy 

scraper, a bucket of water and a scrub brush.  Scrape off the 

caked-on mud then use water and the scrub brush to get the 

tool as clean as possible.  Let it dry thoroughly.  If it has 

started to rust, lubricate it to slow the rust.  If the rust is bad, 

you may need to use naval jelly or other rust remover.  Check 

with your local hardware store if you need a rust remover. 

Tools with sharp edges may need sharpened.  You can use a 

file, a grinding stone or similar sharpener to do the job. Yard 

work is a lot easier with clean, sharp tools. 

DON’T GET TOO EAGER TO PLANT ANNUALS! 

March started out with mild days that were 

quickly followed by single-digit temps and sub-

zero wind chills.  April can be a month of 

surprises, too.   Remember that the last “frost 

day” is usually around Mother’s Day.  Annuals 

and tender perennials planted before then are 

at risk for freezing until mid-May.  One excep-

tion to this guideline is the PANSY.  This cool-weather flower-

ing plant tolerates temperatures down to the mid-twenties.  

Stop by either of our garden centers to pick out a batch of 

pansies.  After all, Pansies make you smile! 

 

March days are noticeably warmer as the hours of 

daylight continue to increase,.  Many of us start 

thinking about gardening and yard care needs as 

spring approaches.  It’s fun to anticipate green 

grass, budding trees and early spring flowers. 

SHRUB ROSES 

Shrub roses are gaining national popularity as gardeners 

realize the excellent floral quality, good disease tolerance 

and winter hardiness of these medium-sized, bushy 

shrubs.  By planting shrub roses, pesticide usage can be 

minimized and some labor-intensive jobs eliminated, such 

as protecting roses from low winter temperatures. 

Repeat-flowering shrub roses bear flowers on mature 

stems that are not old and woody. Severe pruning of 

these roses would result in reduced flower production.  

During the first two or three seasons in the garden, 

shrub roses can be left un-pruned.  Wait to see what 

shape develops and then try to prune so that the shape 

is maintained.  Many modern shrub roses are pruned by a 

method called the "one-third" method. Suggested prun-

ing sequence: 

In the spring, remove one-third of the very oldest canes. 

This helps keep the plant from becoming an overgrown 

thicket of poor-flowering canes.  

Identify about one-third of the very youngest canes that 

grew the previous season.  These will be left alone.  

Remove the remaining canes.  

The result of this one-third method is that you are con-

tinually renewing the rose while at the same time keep-

ing enough mature wood to ensure a good supply of 

flower-producing wood. 

Each of our garden centers will begin the season with 20 

varieties of shrub roses.  Visit either location to get 

expert help with selecting the right variety of rose for 

your garden. 

Yard Care Calendar  
Apply dormant oil to trees and shrubs, if 

needed. 

Remove tree wrap. 

Cut back perennials and ornamental 

grasses if not done in the fall. 

Rake and aerate or de-thatch the lawn, 

if needed. 

Apply a pre-emergence herbicide to turf 

and landscape beds to prevent 

crabgrass and annual broadleaf weeds. 

If fungal diseases have affected trees 

and shrubs, begin spraying with an 

approved fungicide as the tree leafs out.  

Follow all label directions. 

Plant trees, shrubs, and perennials now 

through late Fall. 

Plant frost-hardy vegetables in the 

garden. 

Mid-April into early summer – over-seed 

or reseed lawns 

In late April, uncover roses, 

strawberries, perennials, etc. 

Choose a lawn fertilizer program and 

begin fertilizer applications. 

 

Dates To Remember  
April is National Lawn & Garden Month 

  1st – April Fool’s Day 

13th – Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday 

15th – Income Tax Day 

23rd – Administrative Professionals Day 

25th – Arbor Day 
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“If I had my life to live over, I would 

start barefoot earlier in the spring 

and stay that way later in the fall. I 

would go to more dances. I would 

ride more merry-go-rounds. I would 

pick more daisies.”  

 

Nadine Stair  
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GARDEN ROSES 

There are several types of garden roses, including climbing, David Austin’s English, 

Floribunda, Grandiflora, ground cover, Hybrid Tea, landscape, miniature and Patio 

Tree. 

Climbing Roses: Few sights are as spectacular as a climbing rose in full bloom 

covering the side of a house or rambling along a picket fence showing color and 

fragrance.  Since climbing roses can take several years to reach maturity and are 

often a focal point of a garden, it's important to start out with the best rose to 

succeed in your garden, before you invest all the time and space. There are five main 

parameters to consider when choosing a climbing rose: size, shade tolerance, disease 

resistance, re-bloom, and aesthetics (color, fragrance, etc.).   

David Austin’s English Roses: English roses come from crossing old, exotic roses 

with modern shrub roses.  The resulting plants bring extremely hardy varieties and 

the romance and charm of roses of years gone by to contemporary gardens.  They 

have lovely bloom form, delicious fragrances and delicate coloring of the old roses 

with the repeat blooming of the modern varieties.  Rose hybridizer David Austin has 

selected some of his best creations to give you tried and true performers for your 

garden.  His English roses have become modern legends. 

Floribunda Roses: These roses produce small to medium sized blossoms, mostly in 

clusters.  Usually Floribunda’s growth is small and more compact than other roses. 

Grandiflora: These roses produce large blossoms in clusters with a medium to tall 

growth habit.  Individual stems in the clusters may be used for cuttings. 

Ground Cover Roses: These plants provide low-growing masses of color.  These 

roses have become increasingly popular in recent years.  They are excellent for 

spreading over the ground, tumbling over walls or even cascading over the side of 

tubs.  Some of them are very low and ground hugging. Others arch up to 2 or 3 feet 

and then spread along the ground.  

Hybrid Tea Roses: Generally, these have one large bloom per stem with a medium 

to tall growth habit.  Hybrid Teas are excellent plants for cutting blossoms for show. 

Landscape Roses: These are hardy Shrub Roses that are on their own rootstocks 

and are equally useful in a landscape setting or in a more formal rose garden.  They 

are available in many different growth habits and colors and are extremely hardy.  

Many varieties are every-blooming for season long color.  Most varieties are more 

disease resistant than traditional roses and require less maintenance. 

Miniature Roses: These are true roses, bred to stay small in size. Most mini roses 

have smaller flowers than standard rose bushes, but they come in a variety of types 

and colors.  Despite their small size, miniature roses are extremely hardy.  In fact 

they are more winter hardy than most tea roses.  Miniatures also tend to be profuse 

repeat bloomers.  

Patio Tree Roses: Tree Roses have been around for many years, but the Patio Tree 

Rose is a recent innovation.  Unlike the tall, spindly weak stems of regular Tree 

Roses, requiring staking, these sturdy, thick stemmed Patio Roses can be planted in 

tubs and can get up to 36" tall.  Store in protected locations in sub-zero winter 

areas.  In this area, the Patio Tree Roses cannot be planted directly in the ground and 

be expected to winter over. 

Visit either of our garden centers to get expert help with selecting the right variety of 

rose for your garden.   

NEW ANNUALS FOR 2008 

Campbell’s Nurseries and Garden Centers are always looking for new and improved 

varieties of annuals for gardens and containers.   Planting annuals can be like paint-

ing a picture with a lot of variety and texture.  The best part is that if you don’t like 

the combination you first planted you can move plants around to get the look you 

want. 

Some of the new varieties for 2008 include the following: 

Plants for Full Sun: 

Calibrachoa: Million Bells Tangerine – This small-flowered trailing petunia 

presents a bright orange-yellow flower that blooms throughout the 

summer. 

Sunny Victoria Osteospermum Daisy – This new cultivar of osteospermum 

plant is characterized by spoon-shaped ray florets that form an hourglass 

shape.  When mature, blooms are a medium lavender colored at the tips 

and transition to a very pale lavender to nearly white at the base, 

upright growth habit, and its nonvariegated leaves.  

Gaura: Perky Pink and Stratosphere White – This heat-loving plant is 

often called “dancing Butterflies”.  Perky Pink has reddish leaves, a 

compact habit and airy look.  Spires of pink flowers bloom all summer. 

Stratosphere White is a compact, upright gaura cultivar that typically grows to 

16” tall.  Four-petaled, white flowers bloom above the foliage in open wand-like 

panicles from mid spring to fall.  Flowers open up, only a few at a time and dance 

in the wind like butterflies.  Narrow lance-shaped leaves (1-3” long) on wiry stems 

emerge reddish in spring, but mature to green. 

Perilla:  Last year we added the red/green coleus-like plant to our non-flowering 

selection.  This year we will have Magilla Vanilla, which has green/cream foliage. 

Sambucus Black Beauty – This intense purple-black foliage provides season long 

interest and color!  The unique, massive 10" pink flowers cover the plant in mid-

summer and emit a light lemon fragrance. A first for Sambucus!  Dark purple 

berries in late summer attract songbirds and can be use to make wine.  

Plants for Sun to Light or Partial Shade 

Bacopa: Britney Deep Pink, Britney Purple & Grand Red 

– These new color varieties of the ever popular bushy, 

semi-trailing plant will add a bright look to planters and 

hanging baskets.  

Oregano: Kent Beauty – This ornamental oregano was 

new in 2007, but most customers bypassed it, thinking it was an herb.  This 

variety has grey-green foliage on trailing wiry stems that produce tiny pink flow-

ers.  It is an great accent plant in planters and small gardens. 

Russelia: Night Lights Lemon, Ruby & Tangerine  and Peter’s Comet – This “coral 

plant” or “firecracker plant’ is a multi-branched sub-shrub with slender, rush-like 

stems that are angled with ridges and leaves that are reduced to little more than 

small scales.  The wiry branches start out erect then fall 

over to cascade down in lengths as long as 4 ft (1.2 m).  

From spring until fall outdoors and all year long indoors, 

it produces hanging clusters of scarlet tubular flowers 

about 1 in (2.5 cm) long that look like little firecrackers.  

Tradescantia (Spiderwort):  Sweet Kate has triangular, 

violet-blue blossoms with sulfur-yellow stamens.  Each 1

-2 inch wide, 3-petaled flower only lasts for one day, but the plants have lots of 

buds, extending the bloom time up to eight weeks. The flowers are self-cleaning, 

so deadheading is not necessary.  'Sweet Kate' has brilliant gold foliage that is 

outstanding even when viewed from a distance. To keep this light-colored foliage 

from scorching, afternoon shade and consistent moisture is recommended.  Baby 

Bunny Bellies has pointed leaves with glossy green tops and velvety purple under-

sides that are as soft as a baby rabbit's tummy will have gardeners lining up for 

this dainty new annual. A wonderful plant for baskets, patio containers and bor-

ders.   Tricolor has long painted foliage that is a blend of white, pale pink and 

green with purple undersides. 

Trifolium:  Dark Dancer – This is an ornate four-leafed clover cultivar.  It stands 

four inches tall.  Each leaflet is chocolate-brown to purple-black ringed with jewel-

green.  It can spread as far as it's permitted.  Dark Dancer has pinkish flowers in 

globe-shaped summer racemes.  It prefers sun with only a little shade in moist 

well-drained & rich soil, but will do fairly well in less than ideal conditions.  

Xanthosome Aurea:  Lime Zinger – This elephant ear plant has 2-foot-long, heart-

shaped leaves that flutter in the slightest breeze.  It holds its color in the heat.  

Plants grow 3 to 5 feet tall with a 4- to 5-foot spread.  ‘Lime Zinger’ performs 

well in full sun and partial shade and doesn’t mind slightly acidic, rich, moist soil.  

Plants for Partial Shade to Shade 

Ferns:  Last year we had several varieties of ferns that provided our customers 

more options for gardens and planters in shady areas.  This year we expand the 

choices by adding the following ferns:  Austral Gem, Meyeri 

Foxtail, Victoria Bird Nest, Fortunes’ Holly, Parley Male, 

Kangaroo, Oriental Chain, Plumosa and Variegated Cretan 

Brake. 

Lobelia: Riviera Midnight Blue – This shade-loving flowering 

annual will take the heat better than other Lobelia varieties. 
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