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You don't have to discard that favorite Christmas plant, the poinsettia, along with the holiday wrapping. Although it is impos-

sible for most people to duplicate the greenhouse environment, poinsettias will stay bright well into the New Year in the average
home. If the room temperature is around 70°, the plant will hold its color about three weeks.

At 55-60°F (about the temperature of an enclosed porch) red poinsettias will stay colorful for 6 weeks and white ones for

about 2 months. The newer forms or cultivars often remain attractive until spring.

Hobbyists can enjoy the challenge of bringing poinsettias into bloom for a second season by getting a head start on next

Christmas. About 2 weeks after receiving the plant, fertilize it with a complete fertilizer. The plant should be fertilized every 7-
10 days until the plant loses its bracts (colored leaves).

B e sure to keep the soil moist until the plant drops its leaves. Then let the soil dry out and don't water it until the stems begin

to shrivel or crack. Keep the plant in a cool, sunny place such as a basement window ledge.

Late April or early May is the time to bring the plant out of its resting stage. Cut the stems back to 3-5" from the soil and repot

the plant if necessary. After repotting, water whenever the soil begins to dry out.

As soon as night temperatures reach a minimum of 60°, sink the pot in the soil in a sunny location outdoors. Turn the pot

every few weeks to break off roots growing through the drainage holes.

Once the new shoots are an inch long, apply a complete fertilizer. When the new growth is 4-6" long, prune the plant to form

the desired compact shape. Bring the plant indoors to a sunny location when night temperatures become cool.

Beginning about September 25, poinsettias need complete darkness every day from 5 pm to 8 am so put a cardboard box over



