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Pruning Raspberry 

 

Black raspberries need to be pruned two (2) times a year  in order to insure full fruit production.  Im-
mediately after last years growth is done bearing in the summer, they should be cut to the ground.  
Choose five (5) good, sturdy, new shoots from this year’s growth and tie them to the support wire. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This new growth should be “topped” or cut back to 24-30”, a point just above the wire.  This will en-
courage lateral growth.  Then in the winter, cut the lateral growth back to 18”.  They will bear next 
summer and continue the cycle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Red, everbearing raspberries differ only in the fact that they produce a light crop at the tops of new 
canes in the fall and should be topped after this harvest.  Only the protion that has fruited should be 
removed.  The lower portion will bear the next summer.  After the second harvest, these canes 
should be cut to the ground and the 5 new shoots tied up. 


